SPEECH 


O  P 

MR.  PARMENTER  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Upril  *20,  1840 — *I:i 

Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  ihe  state  of  the 

Union,  on  the  civil  and  diD'omaiic  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  PARMENTER  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Everett,]  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  stated  that  the  custom  of 
the  Hou>e,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
new  under  discussion,  was  consiierably  different 
from  what  it  had  been  for  several  years  past.  That 
it  had  b?en  usual  to  refer  the  Presidents  message 
to  a  Committee  of  the  "Whole  House  for  examina¬ 
tion  and  debate,  and  that  speeches  on  the  political 
topics  of  the  day  were  then  made.  He  has  cen¬ 
sured  the  friends  of  the  Administration  for  not  pur¬ 
suing  that  course,  and  for  not  referring  the  Presi¬ 
dent’s  message.  Since  I  have  been  a  member  of 
this  body,  I  have  witnessed  the  most  unremitted 
efforts,  on  ihe  part  of  the  friends  of  the  Administra¬ 
tion,  to  have  the  President’s  message  referred  for 
the  purpose  of  discussion.  But  it  has  been  uni¬ 
formly  objected  to  by  the  Opposition.  It  would  be 
well  reco.lected  by  those  who  were  members  of  the 
last  Congress,  that  scarcely  a  day  passed  in  the 
early  part  of  the  session,  that  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Haynes]  did 
not  endeavor  to  procure  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  reference  of  the  message,  but 
it  was  always  strongly  opposed  by  tr.e  Whg  mem¬ 
bers,  and  the  requisite  vote  of  two-thirds  could  not 
be  obtained.  Tne  message,  therefore,  was  not  re¬ 
ferred  as  usual.  If  the  remark^  was  intended  as 
an  excuse  for  the  wide  range  the  debate  has  laken 
on  this  bill,  it  could  not  be  urged  that  the  occasion 
for  that  apology  was  at  all  attributable  to  the 
friends  of  the  Administration;  for  I  am  sure,  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  extends,  it  ha-  always  been  the 
wish  of  the  Administration  members  to  give  it  the 
usual  and  an  early  reference.  The  fault  is  not 
with  them. 

Had  not  the  Opposition  on  this  floor  extended 
the  debate  so  far  as  10  include  within  its  scope  al¬ 
most  every  party  question  of  the  day,  the  friends  of 
the  Administration  would  have  gladly  forborne 
many  remarks,  which  they  have  felt  compelled  to 
make,  in  justice  to  themselves  and  their  cause,  dur¬ 
ing  the  discussion  of  the  bill  now  before  the  com¬ 
mittee.  The  necessity  of  its  early  passage,  and  the 
great  labor  it  imposes  on  one  of  the  important 
committees  of  the  House,  (the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,)  to  be  in  constant  attendance, 
would  have  induced  them  to  have  taken  some  other 
occasion,  had  it  been  possible.  But  it  would  have 
been  considered  a  dereliction  of  duty  to  have  left 
the  entire  field  to  our  opponents,  and  then,  perhaps, 
unable  to  save  any  time.  The  gentleman  from 
Vermont  again  brings  forward  the  oft-repeated 
charges  of  corruption  and  profligacy  against  the 
Administration.  The  accusations  are,  as  usual, 
vague  and  indefinite;  but  he  has  made  one  remark 


which  has  struck  me  with  seme  force.  He  take* 
the  ground,  that  no  successful  investigaiions  can  be 
bad  without  the  Executive  is  of  the  same  political 
character  with  it-  accusers.  Now, sir,  as  these  charges 
are  against  the  Executive,  how  can  the  investiga¬ 
tors  be  successful  in  demonstrating  charges,  unless 
they  be  true?  The  Executive  department  deny 
their  correctness.  Does  the  gentleman  wish  them 
to  adm  t  they  hive  done  wrong  when  they  have 
not?  Or,  does  he  mean  to  intimate  that  there  has 
not  been  the  most  open  and  freedisc’osure  of  every 
thing  on  the  part  of  the  different  Departments  to 
committees  of  investigation?  If  so,  I  think  he  is 
mistaken,  for  it  has  always  been  admitted,  so  far 
as  I  have  ever  heard,  that  the  greate  st  at’ention  has 
been  paid,  and  the  most  abundant  facilities  offered 
to  eve.y  committee  of  investigation.  The  difficul¬ 
ty  dots  not  lie  in  the  wan'  of  a  favorable  political 
Executive  for  investigation,  but  in  the  absence  of 
truth  in  the  various  accusations  brought  against  it. 
Tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been  for  a  time 
the  principal  object  of  attack,  and  every  examination 
and  scrutiny  into  nis  conduct,  has  only  rao.e  and 
more  demonstrate  1  the  fidelity  and  capability  of 
this  efficient  officer.  The  assaults  upon  him,  as 
well  as  the  President,  have  latterly  subsided,  and 
have  been,  during  the  present  ses-ion,  transferred, 
in  some  degree,  to  the  Postmaster  Genera1.  But., 
after  all  the  attacks  up  m  him,  he  is  uni versally  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  an  officer  of  consummate  ability,  and 
of  great  research  and  industry.  It  is  not  my  pur¬ 
pose,  in  rising,  to  make  a  general  reply  to  the  gen¬ 
tleman  from  Vermont;  and  I  have  made  them  re¬ 
marks  rather  incidentally  than  otherw  se.  I  wish 
to  say  a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  speech  made 
by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Cushing,]  some  days  since, 
which  was  considered  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Vanderpoel,]  who  succeeded  him,  as 
more  than  ordinarily  courteous  in  its  language  and 
style. 

We  have  been  so  generally  denounced,  in  no 
measured  terms,  that  it  is  no  small  praise  for  a 
member  who,  at  the  present  day,  ranks  under  the 
Opposition  to  the  Administration,  to  be  compli- 
memed  for  his  gentlemanly  deportment  in  argu¬ 
ment;  and  therefore  I  am  rather  d "sposed  to  attri¬ 
bute  some  of  his  views  to  oversight  than  to  any 
other  cause,  ahhough  his  reputation  for  thorough 
examination  is  such  as  to  make  it  a  little  extraor¬ 
dinary  that  he  should  have  made  the  omission  of 
some  material  facts. 

My  colleague  quoted  from  the  President’s  mes¬ 
sage,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  session,  the 
following  passage,  speaking  of  Treasury  notes: 

“The  whole  amount  unredeemed  now  falls  short 
of  three  millions.  Of  these,  the  chief  portion  is 
hot  due  till  next  year;  and  the  whole  would  have 
been  already  extinguished,  could  the  Treasury  have 
realized  the  payments  due  to  it  from  the  banks.  Tf 
those  due  from  them  daring  the  next  year  .-ha!  11  bo 


) 


2 

tunctually  made,  and  if  Congress  shall  keep  the  I 
ppropriations  within  the  estimates,  there  is  every 
eason  to  beiirve  that  all  the  outs  andirg  Treasury 
lotes  can  be  redeemed,  and  the  ordinary  expenses 
fefrayed,  without  imposing  on  the  people  any  ad¬ 
ditional  burden,  eiiherof  loans  or  increased  taxes.” 

And  then  he  assumes  the  position  that  the  Presi¬ 
dent  expresses  hh>  belief  that  no  deficit  could  be 
Possible,  but  in  the  event  of  the  contingencies 
herein  named,  which,  my  colleague  states,  are  two: 
jlrst,  that  it  could  not  happen,  unless  Congress 
thould  make  appropriations  to  exceed  the  estimates, 
which  have  not  yet  been  made;  and  secondly,  that 
she  bank  balances,  being  but  about  one  million  of 
dollars,  w  ere  sufficient  to  go  but  little  way  towards 
supplying  what  was  proposed  to  be  given  by  Trea¬ 
sury  notes — that  amount  being  five  millions. 

The  idea  conveyed  by  my  colleague,  although 
he,  perhaps,  does  not,  in  express  terms,  say  so,  is 
evidently  that  the  President  was  greatly  mistaken, 
or  that  he  intended  to  make  an  erroneous  impres¬ 
sion  on  the  pubfc  mind,  in  relation  to  the  true 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  nation.  I,  therefore, 
regret  that  he  should  have  overlooked  this  passage 
in  the  message  of  the  Pissident.  It  will  be  found 
on  page  9: 

“The  precautionary  measures  which  will  be  re¬ 
commended  by  the  Secre  ary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
protect  faithiully  the  public  credit  under  the  fluc¬ 
tuations,  and  contingencies,  to  v'hich  our  receipts 
and  expenditures  are  exposed,  and  especially  m  a 
commercial  crisis  like  the  present,  are  commended 
to  your  eatly  attention.” 

I  will  now  advert  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  which  the  President  refers,  and 
which  was  laid  before  Congress  on  the  same  day 
■with  the  President’s  message.  The  Secretary 
says  : 

“The  Department,  therefore,  is  now  without  any 
resort,  temporary  or  permanent,  incase  of  mam- 
rial  deficiencies;  and  considering  ad  the  circum¬ 
stances  before  mentioned,  with  the  dangerous  lia¬ 
bility  in  law  to  have  ihe  whole  outstanding  Trea¬ 
sury  nctes  p aid  in  at  any  moment  for  public  dues, 
without  a  power  remaining  to  issue  others  in  their 
stead;  considering,  also,  the  present  revulsions  in 
the  commercial  world,  which  affret  so  seriously 
the  receip  s  from  bo,h  duties  and  lands;  consider 
ing  the  disasters  which  are  befalling  the  banks  and 
rendering  our  collected  funds  in  some  erses  wholly 
unavailable,  and  the  advances  necessary  to  be 
soon  made  for  the  large  payments  of  pensions,  and 
Treasury  notes  falling  due  in  March,  the  earliest 
attention  to  new  legislation  on  this  subject  seems 
highly  prudent,  if  not  indispensible,  for  the  effec¬ 
tual  security  of  the  public  eredit.” 

The  President,  therefore,  did  not  omit  to  men¬ 
tion  the  probability  that  a  temporal  v  arrangement 
would  be  necessary  to  relieve  the  Treasury,  even 
admitting  that  a  Treasury  note  issue,  in  antici¬ 
pating  'he  revenue,  may  be  properly  called  a  loan, 
as  my  colleague  contends. 

The  Secretory  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  re¬ 
port,  also  presents  a  full  view  of  the  various 
ether  matters  which  bear  upon  the  finances  of  the 
nation. 

But,  in  relation  to  the  intimation  that  the  contin¬ 
gencies  hid  not  happened  which  would  cause  a 


temporary  deficit.  It  will  be  recollected  that  his 
speech  was  made  a  little  more  than  a  month  since, 
when,  in  addition  to  the  proofs  I  have  adduced, 
several  othercommunications  had  been  made,  which 
show  that  a  larger  amount  of  supply  for  the  Trea¬ 
sury  might  be  needed  than  was  amicipated.  Oil 
ihe  4th  of  February,  the  at’ention  of  Congress  was 
called  to  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  nation,  by 
a  message  of  the  President  in  relation  to  the  judi¬ 
cial  construction  given  to  existing  laws  for  the 
collection  of  imports.  The  President  says: 

“  The  effects  which  these  proceedings  have 
already  produced,  in  diminishing  the  amount  of  the 
revenue,  and  which  are  likdy  to  increase  hereafter, 
deserve  your  early  consideration. 

“  I  baye,  therefore,  deemed  it  necessary  to  bring 
the  matter  to  your  notice,  with  a  view  to  sueh 
legislative  action  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  may, 
in  your  judgment,  require.  It  is  not  believed  that 
any  law  which  can  now  he  passed  upon  the  sub¬ 
ject  can  affect  the  revenue  favorably  for  several 
months  to  come,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  safely 
regarded  as  a  substitute  for  the  early  provisions  of 
certain  and  adequate  means  to  enable  the  Tieasury 
to  guard  the  public  credit,  and  meet  promptly  and 
faithfully  any  deficiencies  that  may  occur  in  the 
revenue,  from  whatever  cause  they  may  arise. 

“The  reasons  in  favor  of  the  propriety  of  adopt¬ 
ing,  at  an  early  period,  proper  measures  for  that 
purpose,  were  explained  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  annual  report,  and  recommended  to 
your  attention  by  myself.  The  experience  of  the 
last  two  monihs,  and  especially  the  recent  decisions 
of  the  courts,  with  the  continued  suspensions  of 
specie  payments  by  the  banks  over  large  sections  of 
the  United  States,  operating  unfavorably  upon  the 
revenue,  have  greatly  strengthened  the  views  then 
taken  of  the  subject.” 

Again,  on  the  17th  of  February,  the  President 
says  to  Congress  by  message: 

“  I  submit  to  Congress  a  commun  cation  from 
ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  repealing  suggestions 
contained  in  his  annual  report ,  in  regal d  to  the  ne¬ 
cessity  of  an  early  provision  by  law  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Treasury  against  Ihe  flnctuaiions  and 
contingencies  to  which  its  receipts  are  exposed,  with 
additional  facts  and  reasons  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
prleiy  of  the  legislation  then  de-ired. 

“The  application  assumes,  that  although  the 
means  of  toe  Tieasury  for  the  whole  year  may  be 
equal  to  the  expenditure  of  the  year,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  may,  notwithstanding,  be  rendered  unable  to 
meet  the  claims  upon  it  at  the  tunes  when  they 
tall  due. 

“  This  apprehension  arises,  partly,  from  the  cir¬ 
cumstance  that  the  la  g^t  proportion  of  the  charges 
upon  the  Treasury,  including  the  paymen1  of  pen¬ 
sions,  and  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes,  fall 
due  in  the  early  p*ri  of  th  s  year,  vu:  in  ?he  months 
of  March  ai  d  May,  while  the  resources  on  which 
if  might  otherwise  rHv  to  dis  h  rg°  them  cannot  be 
made  available  until  the  last  half  of  :he  vear;  ar.d 
partly  from  the  fact,  that  a  portion  of  'he  means 
of  the  'Treasury  cons  s  s  of  debt*  due  from  banks, 
for  some  of  which,  de:ay  has  already  been  asked, 
and  which  may  not  be  punctually  paid.” 

Accompanying  the  message,  of  which  this  is  a 


s 


part,  was  an  estimate  of  the  condition  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  as  follows: 

Money  in  the  Treasury  10th  February,  1840, 
available  for  general  purposes,  computed  to  be 
about  $1,700,000,  but  at  ths  end  of  the  month  it 
will,  probably,  be  reduced  to  -  $1,300,000 

Not  over  two-thirds  of  this  will  be 
situated  on  the  seaboard,  and  conve¬ 
nient  for  use  to  pay  pensions  and  re¬ 
deem  Treasury  notes. 

Receipts . 

In  March,  April,  and  May,  from  cus¬ 
toms  and  lands,  estimated  at  -  3,600,000 

Receipts  from  banks  in  those  months, 
indebted  in  1837  as  depositories,  es¬ 
timated  at  -  -  200,000 

Now,  and  before  the  1st  June,  com¬ 
puted  aggregate  means  -  $5,100,000 


Expenditures. 

Expenditures  for  pensions  required  by 
5th  March,  as  estimate  i  by  die  War 
Department,  at  $1,760,000;  ol 
which  will  then  be  needed,  besides 
what  has  been  recently  advanced, 
about  - 

Treasury  notes  falling  due  by  March 
7th,  m  t  yet  redeemed 
Treasury  notes  falling  due  by  March 
13ih,  not  yet  redeemed 
Treasury  no  es  falling  due  in  the  rest 
of  March,  April,  and  May,  and 
others  then  redeemab’e 
Ordinary  expenditures  in  March, 
April,  and  May,  out  of  appropria¬ 
tions  already  made,  and  new  ones 
whi?h  are  expected  to  pass,  and  are- 
required  to  carry  into  effect  exist¬ 
ing  laws,  for  ordinary  objects,  be¬ 
fore  1st  of  June,  estimated  at 
Least  balance  usually  proper  to  hive 
on  hand,  at  various  points,  near  as 
well  as  remote  - 
Add  for  the  1st  of  June,  to  meet  what 
is  immediately  due  under  the  many 
new  appropriations  passed  near  tne 


other  appearance  on  the  state  of  the  Treasur 
than  that  which  a  full  and  fank  statement  wou 
rc-qu-ire.  From  the  beginning  to  the  end,  the  E 
ecuiive  has  given  the  true  view  of  the  whole  su 
ject,  and  it  appears  to  me,  th^re  is  nothing  to  wa 
rant  the  conciu  ion,  that  Congress  was  not  seasa 
ably  informed,  and  through  Congress,  the  peop 
of  the  country  apprised  of  the  probable  deficit, 
the  revenue. 

It  would  seem  hardly  necessary,  if  it  were  b 
that  party  prejudice  is  ready  to  attribute  any  thii 
and  every  thing  evil  to  the  Administration,  to  a 
range  and  comment  upon  the  statements  of  the 
several  public  documents.  But,  if  it  go  abros 
that  the  President,  in  speaking  of  so  important 
part  of  the  national  concerns  as  its  finances,  ha 
omitted  to  allude  to  the  probability  of  the  Treasi 
ry  not  being  able  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it, 
all  know  the  extent  to  which  party  zeal  would  gt 
I  have  thought  it  well,  therefore,  to  make  an  alb 
sion  to  if,  because  it  lias  appeared  clear  to  me,dn 
the  President  and  Secretary  not  only  gave  warnim 
but  continued  it  in  the  most  explicit  manner.  Id 
not  believe  that e  is  a  man  on  this  fl  tor,  who  wa 
not  aware  that  there  would  be,  at  an  earlv  part  t 
the  session,  a  necess  ty  for  legislation  for  she  Trea 
sury,  or  any  one,  who  had  examined  ihe  President 
first  mrs-agp  and  accompanying  documents,  wh 
did  not  see  the  sugg*stion  plainly  made. 

If  I  have  understood  the  argument  of  my  col 
league  on  this  point,  he  must  have  intended  t 
show,  either  that  the  President  had  not  sufficient! 
investigated  the  state  of  the  national  finances,  o 
t hat  there  was  evidence  of  insinc°rity  in  the  pas 
sage  quoted.  To er;.' fore  it  is  ma'eria),  that  all  th< 
passages  in  the  President’s  message  should  here 
ferrei  to,  in  order  that  justice  should  be  done;  no 
only  in  the  annua!  message,  as  I  have  mentioned 
do's  the  President  allude  to  other  contingencies 
ihan  ibo^e  mentioned  by  my  colleague,  but  it 
every  other  message,  from  that  time  until  he 
made  his  speech,  has  he  presented  the  whole 
view  of  the  s.  ate  of  the  Treasury,  but  made  a 
special  reference  to  the  annual  message  and  the 
Secretary’s  report.  1 1  appears  to  me  manifest  that  my 
colleague  has  failed  in  proving  either  inattention 
or  insinceritv. 


$900,000 

550,000 

250,000 

1,150,000 

4,500,000 

2,000,000 


close  of  the  session  -  -  500,000 


$9,850,000 

Deduct  the  computed  means  -  5,100,000 

Amount  of  additional  m^ans  appear¬ 
ing  expedient  now  and  before  the 
1st  of  June  -  -  -  $4,750  000 

All  these  documents  were  before  Congress,  when 
my  colleague  selected  a  single  passage  from  the 
message  of  the  President,  from  which  he  inferred, 
that  Congress  and  she  people  were  kept  in  the  dark. 
Does  not  every  paper  specially  refer  to  the  annual 
communication  ?  Is  it  not  already  demonstrated, 
that  much  of  the  deficit,  although  some  was  before 
expected,  for  the  early  part  of  the  year,  ari-es 
from  new  cause*?  It  will  be  seen,  of  the  $4,750,000 
wanted,  two  millions  are  to  be  in  the  Treasury, 
and  about  two  millions  for  the  redemption  of 
Treasury  notes.  There  can  be  no  reason  for  the 
idea  that  there  was  any  disposition  to  keep  any 


Tne  expenditures  of  the  Government  are 
brought  to  i he  consideration  of  the  people  by 
my  co1  league.  He  has  informed  us  that  they 
have  greatly  increased,  and  quoles  the  report 
of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  says  truly, 
i  that  it  has  been  the  subject  of  discussion  through¬ 
out  the  whole  country.  I  know  it  has  been  fully 
examined  and  commented  upon  in  the  section  of 
country  from  which  we  came.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  the  charge  of  extravagance  is,  to  a  great 
extent,  against  the  Executive.  There  can  be  no 
pretence  that  the  Executive  is  t©  be  held  responsi¬ 
ble  tor  necessary  expenses  arising  out  of  the  wants  of 
the  country  from  increased  population  and  business. 
No  one  contends  this  is  extravagance;  and  if  Con¬ 
gress  appropriate  additional  sums  for  the  defences 
of  the  country,  our  armies,  fortifications,  nary, 
and  all  the  important  arms  of  defenoe.  as  well  as 
other  objects,  the  Executive  is  not  to  be  answera¬ 
ble,  excepting  for  i  s  proper  expenditure.  But  it 
is  said  the  Administration  party  is  to  be  held  to  ac- 
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fit,  if  the  Executive  is  not.  This,  of  course, 
iterates  the  Executive;  but  I  shall  make  a  lew 
arks  on  that  point. 

iiy  colleague  has  selected  the  years  1828,  be¬ 
lt  ihe  last  year  of  Mr.  John  Gluincy  Adams’s 
Ministration,  and  1838,  the  second  year  of  Mr. 

Buren’s  administration.  These  are  taken  as 
l  years  which  he  considered  the  most  favora- 
|)for  his  object.  But  before  I  proceed,  I  will 
he  a  single  remark  cn  the  assertion  that  the 
ilainistration  party  had  a  majority  in  both 
Hases  of  Congress.  My  colleague  says  this  is 
wn  by  the  choice  of  Mr.  Polk  as  Speaker,  and 
^appointment  of  standing  committees.  Is  it 
gl  notorious,  however,  that  a  portion  of  the 
sabers  chosen,  as  friends  of  the  Administra- 
sr  party,  deserted  the  Democracy,  and,  under 
name  of  Conservative,  joined  the  Federal- 
irf  and  chose  an  Opposition  printer,  whose  bills 
•{printing  have  been  enormous,  exhausting  all 
i  appropriations  and  leaving  a  large  sum  to 
appropriated  by  the  present  Congress  to  pay 
aarages?  This  was  done  without  the  Senate 
itch  was  Democratic,  as  the  House  had  the 
:,trol  of  its  own  printing.  The  printing  for  the 
use,  during  the  administration  of  President 
kson,  when  the  House  had  a  Democratic  ma¬ 
lty' for  each  Congress,  in  number  four,  ave- 
ed  one  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  rive 
idred  and  eight  dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents, 
il4,508  29,)  being  for  the  whole  eight  years 
ir  hundred  and  fifty  eight  thousand  and  thirty- 
ee  dollars  and  eighteen  cents,  ($158,033  18;) 
,ile  for  the  Twenty -fifth  Congress,  uhenTho- 
is  Allen,  a.i  Opposition  Printer,  was  chosen  by 

•  union  of  Whigs  and  Conservatives  against 
»  Administration,  the  printing  bills  amounted, 

•  one  Congress,  to  two  hundred  and  thirty- 

REE  THOUSAND  AND  SIXTY-TWO  DOLLARS  AND  S1X- 

en  cents,  ($233,062  16,)  more  than  double  the 
erage  for  the  preceding  four  Congresses,  and 
3hty  thousand  dollars  higher  than  any  one. 
-t,  sir,  this  pasty  talks  loudly  of  extravagance. 
Notwithstanding  the  choice  of  a  Democratic 
leaker,  there  was  a  majority  in  this  Hou?e 
ainst  the  Administration,  by  the  junction  of 
higs  and  Conservatives;  and  in  every  instance 
it  one,  I  believe,  have  they  gone  over  to  the  Fe¬ 
ral  party.  The  following  is  the  list  of  the  mem- 
rs  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Congress,  with  the  parties 
which  they  belonged,  after  the  development  as 
dicated  in  the  choice  of  Printers  at  the  extra 
ssieu. 

The  Democrats  were,  from  Maine,  4;  New 
lampshire,  5;  Massachusetts,  1;  Connecticut,  6; 
ermont,  1;  New  York,  27;  Pennsylvania,  17; 
[aryland,  3;  Virginia,  12;  North  Carolina,  6; 
outh  Carolina,  7;  Georgia,  8;  Kentucky,  1;  Ten- 
essee,  3;  Ohio,  7;  Louisana,  1;  Indiana,  1;  Illi- 
ois,  2;  Alabama,  3;  Missouri,  2;  Arkansas,  1; 
(ichtgan,  1 — Total  119. 

The  Federalists  wete,  Maine,  3;  Massachusetts, 
1;  Rhode  Island,  2;  Vermont,  4;  New  York,  10; 
few  Jersey,  6;  Pennsylvania,  11;  Delaware,  1; 
1  arv land,  5;  Virginia,  6;  North  Carolina,  7; 
outh  Carolina,  1;  Georgia,  1;  Kentucky,  12;  Ten- 
esse,  10;  Ohio,  11;  Louisiana,  2;  Indiana,  6;  Mis- 
issiopi,  2;  Illinois,  1;  Alabama,  2— Total  114. 


The  Conservatives  were  Maine,  1;  New  York,  3; 
Virginia,  3;  South  Carolina,  1;  Ohio,  1 — Total  9. 

Making  123  Whigs  and  Conservatives,  and  119 
Democrats. 

With  the  exception  of  one  only  [Mr.  Hopkins 
of  Virginia]  all  the  Conservatives  have  peima- 
nently  joined  the  Opposition,  and  are  now,  in 
name,  as  they  were  before  in  feeling,  identified 
with  the  opponents  of  this  AdminFtraimn.  It  is 
truly  singuar,  that  the  very  year  during  the 
whole  period,  which  is  referred  to  as  being  that 
in  which  the  expenses  of  the  Government  were 
the  highest  in  amount,  the  Administration  party 
was  in  a  minority  in  this  House,  where  the  appro¬ 
priation  bills  are  moit  discussed  and  arranged — - 
and  the  great  item  of  public  printing  for  the 
House,  which,  as  shown,  exceeded  all  bounds,  was 
given  to  a  printer  oppo>ed  to  the  National 
Administration. 

But  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  required 
annually  to  communicate  estimates  of  what,  in  his 
opinion,  the  wants  of  the  country  require,  and  such 
estimates  are  before  u*,  and  completely  contradict 
the  charges  of  extravagant  appropriations  on  the 
authority  of  the  Executive.  But  he  intimates  that 
the  Administration  encourage,  through  committees, 
appropriations  not  included  in  the  estimaies.  He 
gives  us  no  evidence  of  his  opinion.  The  people 
who  send  himself  and  me  here,  prefer,  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  facts,  figuies,  and  proof.  They  will 
form  their  own  opinions.  Neither  will  they  look 
at  amounts  only,  to  infer  extravagance.  They 
will  look  at  objects  for  which  appropriations  are 
made,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  money  has 
been  expended. 

What  were  the  Executive  estimates  for  the  year 
1838?  The  report  for  that  year  rays: 
uThe  expenditures  lor  the  year  1838,  exclusive  of 
the  redemption  of  the  Treasury  notes  which 
may  be  paid  in  for  public  uues,  or  become  reim¬ 
bursable  within  that  year,  are  esti¬ 
mated  at  -  -  $26,926,892 

Thus  the  new  appropriations  called  for 
aie  -  -  -  $20,523, 2v  9 

Viz:  Civil,  foreign  inter¬ 
course,  and  mircellanr- 
ous  -  $3,172,885 

Military  ser¬ 
vice,  &e.  11,664,612 

Naval  service, &c  5,685,752 
The  permanent  appropria¬ 
tions  for  the  service  of 
1838,  made  by  former 
acts,  are  -  -  2  262,000 

For  the  details  of  new  and 
permanent  appropria¬ 
tions  required,  see  the 
document  annexed,  (B  ) 

Appropriations  expected  to 
be  made  by  Congress  be¬ 
yond  the  estimates  sub¬ 
mitted  -  1,000,000 


These  new  and  permanent 
appropriations  amount 
to  -  -  $23,785,249 

The  outstanding  appropria¬ 
tions  at  the  end  of  this 
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year,  after  deducting 
what  will  go  to  the  sur¬ 
plus  fund,  are  computed 
at  14,141,643 


All  the  appropriations,  then, 
which  are  chargeable  to 
1838,  constitute  an  ag¬ 
gregate  of  -  $37,926,892 

Of  these,  it  is  supposed  that  not  over 
eleven  millions  will  remain  outstand¬ 
ing  at  ihe  end  of  the  year,  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  that  the  expenditures  on 
account  of  the  whole  will,  in  1838, 
be  about  -  26,926,892” 

And  this  includes  the  great  military  expense  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  Florida  war,  and  other  Indian  ex¬ 
penses.  The  actual  sum  wanted  for  the  use  of  the 
nation  for  the  year  is  23,785,249  dollars;  although 
former  appropriations  would  make  the  wants  of 
the  Treasury  26,926,892  dollars. 

There  is  no  fear  among  the  people  that  their  mo¬ 
ney  will  not  be  properly  and  prudently  expended 
by  each  and  all  of  ihe  Executive  Depai  tmewts.  It 
is  for  the  polit  cal  advantage  of  the  Adminis'ra- 
ticn  that  it  should  be.  No  one,  I  am  sure,  can, 
fora  moment,  believe  in  the  parry  talk  about  bri¬ 
bery  and  corruption.  It  is  not  the  way  strength  is 
to  be  given  to  any  Administration,  if  it  could  exist. 
I  mean  by  the  words  bribery,  what  parties  mean 
when  thry  talk  about  it;  not  direct  oiler  to  do 
wrong  for  political  advantage,  but  indirect  pecu¬ 
niary  favor  without  equivalent.  There  ace  none 
such;  they  cannot  exist.  D.  es  an  /  one  suppose 
that  the  motive  and  object  could  not  be  readily  seen 
through  by  the  recipient  and  the  community?  It 
would  seldom  be  effective  with  the  individual,  and 
never  with  the  public.  If  any  psrty  were  so  far 
forgetful  of  right,  their  interest  would  bean  assur¬ 
ance  of  their  correct  course,  so  far  as  this  point 
is  concerned. 

The  anxiety  of  the  people  of  this  country  is  not 
excited  by  the  amount  of  dollars  and  cents  called, 
for  by  their  rulers,  but  they  are  desirous  to 
know  what  is  done  with  i'.  They  have  ex¬ 
amined  the  subject  well,  and  the  Opposi'ion  must 
bring  more  evidence  than  they  have  yet  adduced, 
before  they  will  effect  a  revolution  in  public  senti- 
meni  unfavorable  to  the  present  Administration  on 
this  account.  You  cannot  persuade  the  people 
that  the  inhabitant-  of  Florida'ought  to  be  Jeft  to 
the  massacre  of  the  savage,  and  that  their  homes 
shall  be  left  desolate  and  unprotected, by  teiling  ;hem 
that  the  war  has  cost  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of 
dollars;  and  by  placing  the  military  expenses  of  ten 
or  twelve  years  since,  wh-n  there  were  no  Indians 
committing  their  ravages,  in  contrast  with  the  pre¬ 
sent.  The  people  feel  that  they  ewe  protection  to 
every  part  an  1  parcel  of  this  great  Republic.  And 
they  will  sustain  the  Administration  in  all  its  efforts 
to  subdue  this  relentless  foe,  and  restore  safety  and 
happiness  to  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Florida. 
Neither  will  they  complain  of  necessary  expenses 
for  the  navy  of  the  country;  but  they  will  watch 
that  we  do  not  carry  the  support  of  this  arm  of  our 
national  defence  into  expenses  for  which  the  re¬ 
venues  of  the  country  are  inadequate.  It  is  a  fa¬ 
vorite  with  the  nation,  both  on  account  of  its 


utility,  and  the  honor  with  which  it  is  surrout 
To  tell  them,  by  a  display  of  tables,  that 
or  three  millions  have  been  expended  for 
navy,  is  nor  of  itself  sufficient  to  bring  down 
sure  upon  the  national  councils.  Useless  publL 
fices,  it  there  be  such,  the  country  wishes  sh 
be  abolished;  but  a  mere  clamor  about  office  1 
ers  will  avail  nothing,  unless  the  particularly 
jechonable  instances  are  pointed  out.  They 
not  be  deterred  by  the  talk  about  five  or  six 
lions  of  dollars  to  carry  into  effect  the  tret 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  to  which  the  national  1 
is  pledged,  as  to  them,  and  the  Stales  in  whict 
titles  to  lands  are  engaged  to  be  extinguished, 
the  large  sums  which  constitute  the  aggrega^ 
the  increase  for  the  year  1838,  these  were  thef 
cipal  objects  for  which  all  parties  voted, 
besides,  we  have  on  hand  much  of  useful  and 
cessary  property  such  as  fortifications,  s 
of  war,  arsenals,  garrisons,  public  build; 
all  of  which  are  the  produce  of  this  expendi 
which  is  so  much  talked  about.  But  there  ; 
cla^s  of  expenses,  for  sectional  purposes,  and 
cal  speculations,  which  ought  to  be  discontint 
It  has  grown  upon  us  giadually,  until  it 
came  of  such  magnitude  as  to  create  alarm, 
this  de-cription  of  appropriation,  the  Opposit 
as  I  believe,  are  principally  answerable, 
a  reason  existed  for  sliding  into  these  apj 
priaiions.  for  local  objects,  which  did  not  e 
rate  until  a  few  years  since. 

During  the  rapidly  accumulating  amount  v 
which  the  Treasury  overflowed,  there  was  a  lax 
unquestionably,  in  appropriations  which,  notw 
s  anding  the  cause  has  ceased  by  the  disposal 
the  surplus,  whether  in  the  best  mode  or  not 
ma!ter  upon  which  there  is  a  difference  of  opini 
but  still  it  is  gone  from  the  national  Treasurv, 
ver,  as  I  think,  to  return,  although  it  is  placed  w 
ihe  States  in  the  form  of  deposites.  And  the  efi 
of  this  abundance  in  the  Treasury  has  Huge 
with  us;  but  the  evil,  however,  is  in  a  rapid  cou 
of  correction.  The  expenditures  of  the  nation 
the  last  year  were  more  than  six  millions  less  tt 
the  year  prece  ling,  and,  for  the  present,  it  •is  si 
posed  the  expenses  may  be  five  or  six  millions  1 
than  the  las?,  and  no  great  national  interest  sufl 

In  eontea-iing  the  expenditures  for  the  civil 
of  1828  and  1838,  my  colleague  ha*  taken  thes: 
total  of  each  year  to  show  the  difference.  T 
head  of  expenditure  he  has  selected  as  being  tl 
which  ought  to  most  nearly  correspond  in  the 
soective  items.  The  objects  of  expenditure  unr 
the  several  heads  I  find, on  examination,  materi 
ly  van  ;  some  of  those  for  1823  being  placed  u 
der  a  different  head  of  expenditure  from  those 
1538,  the  years  he  has  selected  for  comparison, 
have  been  through  the  civil  list  for  the  yei 
named,  and  have  taken  some  of  the  items  ol  expt 
di  ure,  that  of  salaries  for  clerks  and  labor  in  t 
Departments,  to  a  certain  whether  there  has  be 
an  increase  m  the  employment  <*f  clerks  beyo 
what  it  would  be  estimated  that  the  popu! 
tion  and  business  of  the  nation  would  warra 
— about  thirty  per  cent.  I  do  not  believe  there 
Their  labors  have  been  very  much  increas 
by  calls  for  information,  which  have  been  ve 
frequent  of  late  years,  as  will  appear  by  the  jot 
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'it 

'ills  of  both  branches  of  Congress.  From  all  I 
Un  learn,  I  believe  there  always  has  been  a  wish, 
.fit  the  various  Departments,  to  have  their  work 
Inane  with  as  few  as  can  perform  it  well— not  that 
ie  amount,  in  a  national  view,  is  large,  but  it  is 
lie  effect  of  a  regular  sys’em  of  close-  adherence  to 
H'tsonomy,  which  I  believe  to  be  practised  to  as  great 
j  fvi  extent  as  is  possible,  part  cnlarly  where  it  can  be 
brought  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Executive. 
!dhe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  jus  ly  remark, 
Hi  their  report  of  January,  1831): 

>  “It  is  impossible,  however,  to  avoid  a  uniform 
i  acrease  in  this  branch  of  the  public  expenditure, 
Jtfbile  we  continue  to  multiply  our  laws  at  every 
if ession,  which  must  be  carried  into  effect  by  the 
Executive  Departments;  and  whi'e  we  rapidly  in¬ 
crease,  as  vve  have  done  of  late,  the  number  of  re¬ 
solutions  in  both  Houses  calling  for  information, 

1  md  frequently  involving  great  labor  and  expense.” 
arne  increase  has  not  been  more  than  commen¬ 
surate  with  the  growing  population  and  business 
tof  the  nation. 

,1  The  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury 
arranges  the  expenditures  unler  six  different 
fieads — civil  list,  foreign  inte  couise,  m  seel- 
iianeous,  military  establishments,  Indian  depart- 
(Orient,  and  naval  establishment.  He  quotes  aggre- 
iga  esof  expense  for  these  respective  years:  to  show 
iihe  difference,  I  have,  as  I  just  remarked,  examimd 
ithe  expenditures  under  these  h  ads,  and  find  the 
(items  not  at  all  identical:  and,  therefore,  taking  the 
iiamount  under  one  si  ecific  head  of  expenditure, 
nwill  be  no  guide.  For  instance,  under  the  head  of 
•miscellaneous  in  1823,  is  included  an  expenditure 
tof  four  hundred  thousand  dollar',  for  Revolutionary 
•pensions,  that  is  p  aced  in  1838  under  the  military 
ihead  of  expenditure.  This  mode  of  contrast  is  er- 
iTotseous,  although,  of  course,  it  does  not  affect  the 
(grand  tota1.  I  have,  therefore,  selected  some  items 
rin  the  civil  list,  which  has  been  referred  to  as  being 
•  directly  under  the  persona'  control  of  the  head*  of 
iDepartments,  and  set  forth  as  evidence  of  Execu¬ 
tive  patronage,  and  opportunity  for  reward  to  ad¬ 
herents.  I  have  before  me  a  statement  of  the  pay- 
'ments  by  the  Treasuter  of  the  United  States  in 
[1828  and  1838,  for  the  clerks  and  messengers  in 
jthe  offices  at  Washington. 

j  In  the  year  1838,  there  wpre  paid  for  clerks  and 
messengers  in  the  offices  of  Secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  First  Comptroller,  Second  Comptroller,  First 
tAuditor,  Second  Auditor,  Th;rd  Auditor,  Fourth 
Auditor,  Fifth  Auditor,  Treasurer  of  the  United 
[States,  Secretary  of  War,  Secretary  of  State,  and 
(Secretary  of  the  Navy,  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
[thousand  three  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  seventy- 
height  cents;  and  in  the  same  offices  in  1828,  (here 
-were  paid  for  clerks  and  messengers  one  hundred 
.and  ninety-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
jtwo  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents — an  increase  of 
between  twelve  and  thirteen  per  cent.  These  do 
]Hot  include  many  of  the  bureaus,  nor  any  new 
[Offices,  and  are  takenfor  comparison  only,  because 
/it  was  supposed  the  duties  corresponded  in  the  re 
yspective  years  of  1828  and  1838. 
r  The  expenses  of  the  various  Executive  Depart¬ 
ments  have  greatly  increased  in  aggregate,  because 
there  have  been  many  new  duties,  which  cannot 
l>e  compared  with  former  expenses,  as  they  were  not 


then  required.  But  I  have  endeavored  to  present 
a  fair  relative  view,  where  it  appeared  to  me  the 
labor  was  similar. 

No  reference  is  made  to  the  Pension  Depart¬ 
ment,  Land  Office,  or  Dost  Office,  although,  for  the 
quantity  of  labor  perform-d,  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  well  compare  with  any  Administration.  But 
their  increase  of  duty  and  extent  is  such,  that  no 
proper  comparison  can  be  made. 

If  the  Executive  be  not  extravagant,  then,  as  I 
h'jve  said,  it  is  contended  the  Administration- 
party  in  Congress  is.  So  far  as  it  is  for  proper  ob¬ 
jects,  and  within  the  range  of  constitutional  autho¬ 
rity,  I  trust  that  the  Administration  party  will 
always  make  such  appropriations  a-,  the  country 
needs,  and  the  Executive  will  take  care  that 
the  expenditures  be  economical,  and  with  a  strict 
regard  to  the  public  good.  It  is  observable  that 
with  all  the  cry  of  prcfl  gacy,  corruption  and  ex¬ 
travagance,  no  specific  items  are  pointed  out.  The 
Opposition  will  not  erme  to  particulars,  for  there 
they  ate  at  fault.  It  is  th;  re  only,  they  can  impress 
the  people  unfavorably.  There  is  no  foundation 
for  their  charg*  s.  They  well  know  that  they  could 
effect  more  by  showing  an  unjustifiable  expendi¬ 
ture  of  a  few  thousands,  than  by  an  undefined 
clamor  about  millions,  which  were  necessary,  or 
which  were  appropriated  principally  by  their  own 
instrumentality. 

The  different  views  of  the  two  podtical  parties 
in  relation  to  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern¬ 
ment  under  .he  Constitution,  are  a  guarantee  to 
the  people,  that  the  Administration  patty  are  the 
mod  safe  against  extravagant  appropriations.  It 
is  a  cardinal  principle  with  the  Democracy,  that  a 
stret  and  limited  construction  should  be  given  to 
that  instrument.  On  the  othpr  hand,  the  views  of 
the  Opposition  are,  that  great  latitude  should  be 
given  to  the  constructive  powers  conferred  by  the 
Constitu'ion;  and  in  seme  of  the  cases  referred  to 
by  my  colleague,  their  votes  show  what  pariy  had 
been  the  principal  supporters  of  the  measures. 

[Mr.  Cushing  here  remarked  that  in  some  of 
the  appropriations  named,  he  had  admitted  they 
would  have  been  made,  if  only  the  Whiss  had 
voted,  and  the  bill  would  nor  have  passed  if  the 
Administration  members  only  had  voted  ] 

Mr.  Parmenter  resumed.  There  is  one  par- 
t:cular  point  connected  wi  h  this  view  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  which  I  will  notice.  It  does  does  not  appear 
from  the  record,  how  many  unusual  appropriations 
were  prevented;  for  such  as  were  discussed  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  and  not  reported,  carried 
no  evidence  which  pary  supported  them;  but  it  is 
mv  impression,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  bom®  out 
by  the  recollection  of  the  members  of  the  last  Con¬ 
gress,  that  the  Administration  party  generally  de¬ 
feated  them. 

[Mr.  Cushing  rose  and  adverted  to  a  bill  intro¬ 
duced  by  Mr.  Gjllet  of  New  York,  a  friend  of 
the  Administration  at  th  *  Twenty-fourth  Congress,,  , 
for  the  construction  of  custom-houses  and  other 
purposes,  which,  added  to  the  fen  and  a  half  mil¬ 
lions  asked  for  at  the  same  session  by  the  Military 
Committee  for  fortificadons  and  similar  objects, 
would  be  greater  than  those  proposed  by  the 
Whigs.] 

Mr.  Parmenter.  Bui  these  bills  did  not  pass. 
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I  "was  not  a  member  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Con¬ 
gress,  but  I  know  that,  at  that  time,  there  was 
great  doubt  what  should  be  done  with  the  forty  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  in  the  Treasury.  Many  thought 
it  unconstitutional  and  inexpedient  to  deposite  the 
money  with  the  States,  but  all  agreed  it  ought  to 
be  disposed  of  in  some  way.  The  bills  did  not 
pass,  but  if  they  had,  it  might  have  been  consi¬ 
dered  as  arising  from  necessity  as  being  the  least 
evil.  The  state  of  the  Treasury  at  that  time  placed 
the  Twenty-fourth  Congress  in  a  peculiar  posi¬ 
tion;  and  even  if  they  had  gone  far,  much  far¬ 
ther  than  they  did,  in  objects  of  expenditure,  I 
should  not  consider  it  as  evincing  any  views  of 
general  policy,  or  as  a  rule  of  action  recognised 
by  the  friends  of  the  Administration. 

But  I  omit  going  more  into  detail,  as  I  have  said 
the  Opposition  avow,  and  act  upon,  a  more  lati- 
tadinarian  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and 
therefore  they  have  no  constitutional  ob-tacle  to 
encounter,  in  spending  the  money  of  the  nation. 
Tney  are,  and  have  b  en,  with  the  exception  of  ih? 
year  1833,  for  several  years  past,  in  a  minority, 
and  without  attributing  to  them  a  desire  to  make 
political  capital,  as  it  is  called,  to  a  greater  extent ' 
than  what  belongs  to  a  party  out  of  power,  which 
is  saving  to  get  into  power,  it  is  natural  for  them 
to  fall  into  the  support  of  sectional  measures,  the 
adoption  of  which,  by  their  strength,  would  add 
to  the  popularity  of  their  party,  and  the  rejection 
of  which,  by  the  party  in  power,  would  sometimes  j 
lessen  the  popularity  of  the  Administration.  Their 
support,  added  to  the  votes  of  the  members  of  both 
parties,  whose  constituents  are  immedin'e  y  inte¬ 
rested,  wiilofen  make  a  majority.  Tnis,  I  think, 
has  been  the  policy,  generally,  of  the  Opposition. 

I  am  certain,  since  I  have  been  here,  it  is  sn.  They 
feel  that  the  responsibility  is  on  the  Administration, 
or  party  in  power.  If  the  measure  be  rejected, 
they  are  complained  of.  If  adopted,  they  can  cry 
aloud  about  the  extravagance  of  the  Administra¬ 
tion.  I  attribute  to  no  man,  or  party,  corrupt  or 
unconscientious  motives;  I  only  speak  of  the  na¬ 
tural  course  of  parties. 

Bat  the  friends  of  the  Administration  have  not 
been  content  with  their  votes  and  arguments  on  the 
floor,  on  the -e  points.  The  whole  subject  had  b=en 
pres>ed  upon  the  attention  of  this  House  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  through  their 
chairman,  (Mr.  Cambreleng)  from  which  I  shall 
read  a  few  extracts,  tor  the  purpose  of  refreshing 
our  minds,  of  doing  justice  to  the  committee  of  the 
last  Congre>s,  and  of  explaining,  in  a  condensed  i 
view,  the  grounds  and  causes  of  increased  expenses 
of  the  Government — and  show  where  the  devia¬ 
tions  have  been  made,  and  upon  what  grounds. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  say,  in; 
their  report  of  January  24,  1829,  by  their  chair¬ 
man,  Mr.  Cambreleng,  who,  as  the  organ  of  the  : 
Democracy  of  the  House,  examined  the  whole 
subject  of  national  expenditure  very  fully,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  the  important  princip’es  laid 
down  have  been  instrumental  in  introducing 
a  healthy  feeling  in  relation  to  national  ex¬ 
penses.  In  relation  to  our  Indian  concerns,  the 
report  says: 

“Before  noticing  the  permanent  expenditures  of 
the  Government,  it  is  proper  to  advert  to  those  of 


an  occasional  or  temporary  character,  which  hav 
very  largely  and  unavoidably  increase!  the  amove 
of  our  annual  appropriations  for  a  few  years  pas 
these  are  in  the  Indian  branch  of  the  public  set 
vice.  The  expenditures  for  Indian  lands  an 
wars  have  amounted,  within  a  lew  years  pasi 
to  abou'.  fifty  milions  of  dollars.  The  purchase  o 
their  lands,  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyon 
the  Mississippi,  were  unavoidably  connected  wit: 
the  settlement  of  the  country,  however  it  migb 
effect  the  various  tr  bes.  It  is  sati.ffacory  to  kno» 
that  their  condition  has  been  ameliorated  by  r* 
moval.  Tne  addition  of  thirteen  new  S'ates  to  th 
Union,  embracing  within  their  boundaries  aaos 
of  these  tribes,  made  it  necessary,  especially  it 
latter  years,  to  purchase  their  lan  is  in  order  tt 
advance  civilization;  to  remove  obvious  obstruc 
t  ons  to  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  coun 
try;  to  prevent  collision,  and  to  preserve  th 
lives  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  ou 
States  and  Territories  from  Indian  dsp^e  lationt 
These  purchases  have  also  been  founded,  almos 
exclusively,  upon  compacts  formed  with  sorm 
States  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  on  our  impliet 
ob  igation  to  other  States;  and  on  resolutions  anc 
appropriations  by  both  Houses  of  Congress,  ex 
tending  t'nrouzh  every  Adm  nistration  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment.  They  were,  nmeover,  j  is  ifiab  e  oi 
mere  financial  grounds.  By  referring  to  the  docu 
meats  annexed,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  ac 
quired  by  Indian  treaties,  since  the  4th  of  March 
1829,  about  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of  acres 
Thera  now  remain,  of  unbought  Indian  lands,  les: 
than  thirty-five  millions  of  acres.  No  ext  aordinan 
e?p^nd.ture  can,  therefore,  be  hereatter  ar  t  cipatec 
for  this  object;  nor  is  it  probable  tha*  there  u  idbesucl 
extravagant  demands  upon  the  Treasury  for  India! 
wars,  owing  to  the  removal  of  almost  all  the  tribes 
and  to  a  change  in  the  plan  of  operations  in  Fieri 
da,  but  principally  to  the  recent  increase  of  th< 
army.  One-half  or  the  amount  expend’d  in  thes* 
wars  has  undoubtedly  arisen  frem  the  extraerdina 
ry  expenses  arising  from  suddenly  ca’bng  into  th< 
fi<dd  numerous  bodies  of  militia  an^i  volunteers 
wh  ch  we  were  obliged  to  do  in  consequence  of  th» 
inadequate  force  of  the  regular  amiy.  Tne  in 
crease  of  that  force  will  enable  Government,  ir 
some  degree,  to  dispense  with  these  cads  in  fu 
ture ;  and  many  millions  in  our  annual  expendi 
tures  will  be  saved  by  preventing  Indian  depreda 
tions,  and  promptly  suppressing  them  when  the; 
may  occur.” 

Again,  referring  to  the  Judiciary  amd  foreign  in 
tercourse,  the  necessary  increase  is  explained  in  th< 
report: 

“The  expenses  of  the  Judiciary  in  the  first  tei 
years  after  specific  appropriations  were  made,  dit 
net  amount  to  more  than  about  $61,090  annually 
the  appropriation  for  1838  was  $484,000.  The  in 
creased  expenses  for  the  salaries  of  ju  ges  has  no 
been  beyond  what  might  have  bepn  anticipated 
The  expense,  however,  of  the  courts  of  toe  United 
States  has  increased  from  about  $39,000  tc 
$342  000,  which  is  the  estimate  for  the  presea 
year.” 

I  will  now  offer  the  remarks  of  the  comnvtfeeor 
another  branch  of  national  expenditure — pension! 
— where  there  has  ^een  a  great  increase,  in  so®' 
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respects  on  erroneous  principles,  but  where  great 
justice  is  done  to  the  claims  of  those  who'  suffered 
from  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  who  sacri¬ 
ficed  so  much  in  obtaining  our  independence: 

“For  the  first  six-and-iwenty  years  the  average 
amount  annually  paid  for  pensions  was  less  than 
$84,000.  As  late  as  1814  it  was  about  $90, 000, 
and  in  1815  less  than  $70,000.  The  late  war  ad¬ 
ded  about  $200,000  for  invalids,  and  the  widows 
or  children  of  those  who  had  died  of  wounds  re¬ 
ceived  in  battle.  The  whole  pension  roll  of  the 
United  States  arising  from  the  Revolutionary,  In¬ 
dian,  and  British  wars,  did  not  then  exceed 
$300  ,000  annually.  The  appropriations  for  pen¬ 
sions  in  the  present  year  amount  to  $2,500,000;  to 
which  are  to  be  added  the  permanent  appropriation 
of  $1,000,000,  and  unexpended  appropriations 
amounting  to  $741,000,  making  an  aggregate  for 
pensions  in  1839  of  $4,241,000;  and  we  have  now 
charged  upon  the  public  Treasury  42,500  pension¬ 
ers.  A  bill  was  passed  at  the  last  session,  without 
debate,  and  approved  on  the  last  day  ot  the  session, 
which  draws  from  the  Tieasury  in  the  present 
year  $1,372,000;  and  there  are  three  general  pen¬ 
sion  bills  now  pending  in  the  House,  which  would, 
if  adopted,  probably  double  the  annual  amount  ap¬ 
propriated  for  pensions. 

“This  result,  and  in  so  short  a  period,  could  not 
have  been  anticipated  by  the  framers  of  our  Con¬ 
stitution.  The  claims  of  our  Revolutionary  sol¬ 
diers  rested  on  peculiar  grounds.  Their  services 
and  sufferings  were  of  an  extraordinary  character, 
and  we  had  from  necessity  been  compelled  to  vio¬ 
late  our  contracts  with  them.  In  their  case,  we 
were  warranted  in  departing  from  ordinary  usage, 
when  our  means  were  ample  to  indemnify  them. 
Pensions  to  invalids,  and  to  the  widows  or  children 
of  those  who  are  killed,  or  who  die  of  wounds  re¬ 
ceived  in  battle,  form  a  part  of  the  contract, 
where  such  laws  exist,  between  the  Government 
and  the  soldier.  But  in  granting  pensions,  as  we 
have  done,  in  cases  where. ih<?  soldier  was  neither 
killed  nor  wounded  in  battle,  we  violated  the  pen¬ 
sion  principle,  and  charged  the  public  Tieasury 
with  half  pay  to  the  representatives  of  all  who  en¬ 
list  in  the  service  of  Government,  whether  in  peace 
or  in  war,  in  addition  to  the  compensation  stipu¬ 
lated  for  their  services.  Prior  to  1836,  there  was 
no  departure  from  the  ordinary  pension  rules  ex¬ 
cept  as  to  Revolutionary  soldiers.” 

The  r  port,  in  another  part,  takes  up  the  subject 
of  roads,  canals,  and  harbors,  showing,  however 
useful  for  the  part  of  country  immediately  benefit¬ 
ed,  that  if  carried  on  in  the  manner  which  the 
Whig  party  contend  the  Constitution  justifies, 
would  lead  to  endless  expenditure.  The  report 
goes  baek  to  the  first  legislation  on  that,  subject, 
which  was  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  John 
Q,.  Adams,  and  says: 

“For  the  first  time  in  the  hiVory  of  our  legisla¬ 
tion,  an  act  was  passed  on  the  20th  of  May,  1826, 
‘for  improving  certain  harbors,  and  the  navigation 
of  certain  rivers  and  creeks;  and  for  authorizing 
surveys  to  be  made  of  certain  bays,  sounds,  and 
rivers,  therein  mentioned.’  On  the  2d  of  March, 
1827,  this  was  followed  by  a  regular  annual  bill, 
‘to  authorize  the  improving  of  certain  harbors,  the 
building  of  piers,  and  for  other  purposes.’  These 


expenditures  immediately  increased,  in  1827,  to 
$82,500;  in  1828,  to  $121,000;  and  in  1829,  to 
$505,000.  In  1838,  the  appropriations  were  more 
than  a  million  and  a  half,  and  the  estimates  for 
1839  amount  to  $1,713,000. 

“The  aggregate  amount  already  appropriated 
for  these  works  is  $8,919,043  66,  besides  canal 
stocks,  and  the  debt  assumed  for  the  corporations 
of  this  District  for  investments  in  the  same, 
amounting  to  $3,383,490;  making  an  aggregate  of 
$12,302,533  66.  The  e  ti mates  for  completing 
some  of  these  works  amount  to  $4,650,842  21; 
but,  judging  by  our  experience  as  to  former  esti¬ 
mates,  it  will  more  probably  require  ten  millions, 
besides  the  cost  of  seme  of  the  most  expensive 
works,  for  which  there  are  no  estimates  at  all.” 

Furiher  to  show  the  character  of  these  local  ap¬ 
propriations,  we  were  told  that, 

“After  an  experiment  of  thirteen  years  on  the 
103  works  for  which  appropr  ations  have  been 


made,  the  following  is  the  result: 

Never  commenced  -  -  -  -  3 

Abandoned  -  -  -  -  1 

Suspended  -  -  -  -  -  4 

May  perhaps  be  completed  with  existing  ap¬ 
propriations  -  -  -  -  14 

Completed  -  -  -  -  -  20 

Not  completed  -  -  -  -  61 


Total  _  103 


“Some  of  the  works  have  been  built  over  twice, 
and  the  twenty  completed  cost  but  $409,178  25; 
leaving  all  the  expensive  works  yet  to  be  finished, 
and  at  an  expense  which  cannot  even  be  esti¬ 
mated.” 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that,  in  some  instances, 
the  appropriations  referred  to,  have  been  for  works 
of  national  concern,  but  they  have  been  mostly  for 
objects  beneficial  to  small  communities — particular 
section*.  They  are,  also,  very  unequal,  and  lead 
to  much  dissatisfaction.  They  tend,  also,  to  the 
neglect  of  the  general  and  more  important  interests 
and  defences  of  the  whole  country.  And  this  is 
not  the  only  instance  in  which  efforts  have  been 
made  by  the  Democracy  to  check  these  unequal 
and  improper  appropriations.  Scatcely  has  the 
subject  been  discussed  v,fhen  Congress  has  not.  been 
warned  by  prominent  members  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  aga  nst  this  unequal  and  unjust 
expenditure  of  the  national  treasure. 

If  any  have  bem  sustained  by  a  portion  of  the 
friends  of  the  Administration,  they  have  always 
discriminated  between  those  which  they  considered 
strictly  of  a  national  character,  and  those  of  a 
more  limited  interest;  or,  as  in  some  cases  of  im¬ 
portance,  they  have  viewed  them  with  favor  from 
an  impression  that  it  was  the  fulfilment  of  a  com¬ 
pact,  the  payment  of  an  obligation  by  which  the 
United  States  were  bound.  This  obligation  is  de¬ 
nied  by  some,  and  I  only  mention  it  to  show  that 
none  of  these  local  appropriations  are  defended  by 
the  Democracy  on  the  ground  of  con-titutional 
right  to  make  local  improvements,  at  the  expense 
of  the  whole  country. 

Constitutionality  of  appropriation,  economy  in 
expenditure,  and  a  simple  and  secure  mode  of 
managing  the  public  moneys,  are  favorit?  points 
with  the  Democratic  party.  They  wish  no  patron- 


9 


age  for  part}' or  personal  benf fit.  W«. have  been, 
indeed,  denominated  the  “spoils  party,”  a*  a  term 
of  reproach;  but  what  is  the  fact?  In  an  examina¬ 
tion  !a*l  year  by  'he  gentleman  irom  Ohio,  it  was 
found  thar,  in  fourteen  offices  in  the  Executive 
branch  of  this  Government,  out  of  374  officers, 
193  were  Federalists,  with  an  annual  compensa¬ 
tion  of  $259,065;  and  181  Democrats,  with 
$239,140.. 

I  hold  it  to  be  a  sound  doctrine  that  the  Admi¬ 
nistration  should  prefer  its  friends,  n  >t  to  the  ex¬ 
tent,  however,  of  proscription.  But  so  great  has 
been  the  forbearance  of  the  Executive  with  respect 
to  t!  ess  officers,  it  has  by  some  of  our  own  party 
been  ccns  dered  almost  too  liberal.  Ibhas  been  the 
uniform  custom  of  the  Federal  party,  when  thev 
have  gained  the  ascendency,  to  make  a  thorough 
sweep  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland, 
have  been  pa  t'cularly  spoken  of,  for  in  seme  of 
these  Siaies  huodieJs,  from  the  highest  to  the  low¬ 
est,  have  been  instantaneously  removed.  In  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  my  own  State,  where  the  Federalists 
have  been  many  years  in  power,  appointments 
have  always  been  from  their  own  party,  with 
scarcely  an  exception.  I  have  here  a  list  of  effi  e 
holders  in  Massachusetts,  which  is  called  the  “Blue 
Book.”  It  contains  an  account  of  830  offic-rs, 
with  pay  and  emoluments  amounting  to  $226,832, 
of  which  497  are  nominated  by  the  Governor,  and 
243  subordinates.  The  remainder  are  ch  'sen  by 
the  Legislature.  Of  the  number  appointed  by  the 
Executive,  the  Democrats  will  not  exceed  half  a 
dozen.  No,  sir;  the  Democratic  party  bo  not  seek 
“spoils.”  Their  wish  is  to  preserve  ti  e  liberties 
and  rights  of  the  peop’e,  by  a  faithful  attention  to 
the  administration  of  the  pub!  c  concerns  to  sus 
tain  the  Union,  by  carefully  observing  the  powers 
and  restrictions  of  the  Constitution,  to  simplify  the 
operations  of  the  financial  affhirs  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  secure  fidelity  in  public  officers  by  suit¬ 
able  re.s?raintand  direction.  They  disclaim  unwar¬ 
rantable  interference  with  the  concerns  of 'he  peo¬ 
ple,  but  wish  to  make  all  constitutional  and  whole¬ 
some  lawrs  for  their  benefit.  They  cannot,  indeed, 
prevent  the  evils  which  arise  from  overaction  in 
the  trading  community,  from  the  unnatural  state  of 
things  which  arises  from  this  and  other  causes,  such 
as  the  sudden  influx  upon  ;he  capital  of  the  na  ion, 
which  arote  from  the  borrowing  by  several  of  the 
States  of  nearly  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars 
from  fore  gn  nations  within  a  very  few  years,  and 
which  drew  labor  from  its  other  employment 
for  new  enterprises;  but  want  of  more 
capital,  and  doubts  of  the  productiveness  of  the  va¬ 
rious  project,  have  thrown  back  much  labor, 
which,  until  it  can  find  anew  source  (f  emplov- 
ment,  as  it  ceitainiy  wi  1  in  a  country  of  as  many 
:  resources  as  this,  may  cause  a  reduction  in  the  va¬ 
lue  of  labor,  the  effect  of  which  will  spread,  to  a 
certain  extern,  to  all  the  employments  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  upon  the  general  principle  that  supply  exceeds 
demand.  Although  some  branches  of  industry  are 
not  affected,  as  I  am  informed,  navigation,  an  in¬ 
terest  of  great  importance  at  the  North,  is  in  a 
very  prosperous  state,  and  the  high  wages  of  sea¬ 
men  almost  unexampled. 

The  effect  of  this  unnatural  state  of  things  upon 


the  revenue  of  the  naiion  is  referred  to  in  the  an¬ 
nual  referrenceof  the  Sect e  ary,  as  follows: 

“Shou'd  the  States  not  speedily  suspend  more  of 
their  undertakings,  which  are  unproductive,  but, 
by  new  loans  ur  otherwise,  find  means  to  employ 
armies  of  laborers  in  consuming  rather  than  rais¬ 
ing  crops,  and  sould  prices  thus  continue  in  many 
cases  to  be  unnaturally  inflated,  as  tlvy  have  been 
of  late  years  in  the  tace  of  a  contracting  currency, 
the  effect  of  it  on  our  finances  will  be  still  t.  o;e  to 
lessen  exports,  and  consequently  the  prospenty  and 
revenue  of  our  foreign  tra  !e.  It  will  also  impede 
the  sa'e  of  the  publ  e  lands  by  diverting  labor 
from  the  soil  to  works  which,  for  some  time,  must 
be  wholly  without  profit.  Circumstance s  like 
those,  with  the  scarcity  of  money  and  1  igh  rate  of 
interest  abroad  produced  by  them  and  other  occur¬ 
rences,  no;  necessary  to  be  now  repeated,  have  al¬ 
ready  diminished  the  income  in  th*3  present  year 
below'  what  it  otherwise  would  have  he^n,  and 
will  probably  manifest  their  power  much  more  in 
the  year  to  come.” 

It  is  indeed  idle  to  attribute  to  th?  operations  of 
Government  the  effects  in  which  1'self,  or  rather  its 
finances,  are  common  sufferers.  The  ev  Is  are  ra¬ 
pidly  oacsing  awav.  We  sh?,li  soon  have  the 
gratification  of  witnessing  industry  properly  re¬ 
warded,  and  with  the  assistance  incidentally  af¬ 
forded  to  the  soundness  of  the  currency  by  the 
adoption  of  the  policy  of  the  Admini  iraiion,  we 
shall  witness  the  nation  going  on  in  prosperous 
and  healthy  action. 

The  very  great  latitude  which  the  daba'e  on  this 
bill  h  s  had,  will  be  my  apology,  if  any  be  neces¬ 
sary,  for  extending  my  remarks  to  some  other  poli¬ 
tical  questions,  as  matters  which  have  a  bearing  on 
the  two  great  parties  who  are  now  contending  in 
the  country.  If  the  unlimited  scope  of  the  remarks 
members  of  the  Opposition,  during  the  discussion, 
have  been  listened  to,  and  sustained  as  being  war¬ 
rantable,  on  the  ground  that  ;he  whole  concerns  of 
the  nation,  pa*t,  present,  and  future,  are  legitimate 
subjects  of  debate  at  ihe  present  time,  the  compara* 
tivelv  small  consumption  of  time  occupied  by  the 
member*;  in  Congress  favorable  to  the  Admin  stra- 
t:on.  will  not  te  considered  out  of  place.  And  it 
is  quite  imponant  to  ?how  that  those  opposed  to 
us  are  not  entitled  to  the  claim  of  being  more  pure 
in  their  political  views  that  we  are,  became  it 
places  in  a  proper  light  the  au'.hority  of  their  cha¬ 
racter  and  influence,  which  has  been,  by  their  own. 
assertion,  ins:s  ed  on  as  that  to  which  the  public 
should  always  look,  and  that  upon  which  th-  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Unit  d  S;ates  could  safely  rely.  Since 
the  adopt' on  of  the  Constituti  n,  and,  inde-  d,  prior 
to  that  important  event,  the  people  of  this  country 
have  be  =n  divided  into  turn  great  political  parties; 
the  one  retaining,  to  a  considerable  extent,  their 
British  predilection?, and  doubling  the  capacity  of  the 
people  for  self  government,  and  hence  desirous  of 
introducing  ari  tocratic  features  into  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  making  it  loo  powerful  for  the  g;  eat  body 
the  people  to  enjoy  political  powers.  The  other  in. 
favor  of  a  Government  of  the  people,  as  we  now 
have  it,  contending  that  thev  are  the  legitimate 
source  of  authority.  The  first  have  been  long 
known  as  the  Federal,  the  other  as  the  Democratic, 
party. 
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The  Federalists  have  always  supposed  the  public 
could  be  amused  by  names.  Knowing  that  the 
people  of  this  country  felt  the  importance  of  a  new 
Constitution,  they  took  the  name  of  Federalists  to 
indicate  an  attachment  to  the  Constitution;  but  the 
Constitution  they  wanted,  was  one  without  its  De¬ 
mocratic  provisions,  and  it  was  owing  to  the  efforts 
of  the  Democracy  of  ihat  day,  that  the  important 
modifications  and  amendments  were  made,  secur¬ 
ing  religious  toleration,  preserving  liberty  of 
speech,  and  the  press,  with  other  essential  privi¬ 
leges,  for  the  great  mass  of  the  community;  and 
without  which,  the  Constitution  would  have  been 
an  instrument  of  oppression,  instead  of,  as  it  now 
is,  a  shield  of  protec  ion. 

The  character  and  principles  of  the  Federal 
party  are  matters  of  history,  and  the  name,  notwiih- 
statiding  its  asserted  origin,  and  ihe  assumption 
Ihat  it  simply  meant  a  friend  of  the  national 
compact,  soon  became  odious,  on  account  of  the 
objectionable  political  tenets  of  the  paity  which 
had  taken  it,  and  the  name  has  been  changed  from 
time  to  time,  until  at  the  present  day,  the  old  Fede¬ 
ralists  call  themselves  Whigs,  an  appellation  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  patriotism  aiid  self-devotedness  of 
the  heroes  of  the  Revolution,  but  which  has  al¬ 
ready,  by  its  present  use,  become  so  unde-irabie, 
that  it  is,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  abandoned, 
and  attemps  are  made  to  take  the  name  of  Demo¬ 
crat;  which  course,  however  objectionable  in  other 
respects,  is'  an  involuntary  recognidon  ox  the  cor¬ 
rectness  and  popularity  of  the  principles  of  our 
party- 

But  the  Democracy  of  the  country  has  not  con¬ 
tented  itseif  with  maintaining  ihe  principle  ot 
equal  rights,  upon  which  our  Government  is 
ba:ed.  it  has  not  been  satisfied  with  securing 
to  the  people  all  the  benefits  which  flow  from 
its  institutions,  in  making  our  country,  in  practice 
as  well  as  theory,  one  of  free  principles, 
for  the  enjoyment  of  our  blessings  at  home, 
in  the  exercise  of  our  political  privileges;  but  it  has 
always  been  ready  to  maintain  our  national  rights, 
to  assert  the  high  character  of  the  nation  in  its 
standing  with  foreign  powers.  Has  th°  Federal 
party  ever  shown  that  determination  ?  What,  was 
their  course  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain?  Did  Ihey  not  throw  every  embarrassme;  t  in 
the  way  of  the  Government  wh?n  it  was  contend¬ 
ing  to  preserve  the  honor  of  our  flag,  and  to  defend 
the  sacred  rights  of  our  seamen,  who  were  thrown 
by  thousands  into  the  “floating  dungeons”  of  Eng¬ 
land?  There  they  were  compelled  to  fight  against 
nations  in  amity  with  their  own,  besides  being  torn 
from  all  that  was  dear  to  them — patents,  wives, 
children,  friends,  and  perhaps  compelled,  during  the 
contest,  to  fight  against  their  own  countrymen.  Bur. 
more:  I  well  remember  the  painful  and  heartrend¬ 
ing  accounts  which  were  daily  given  of  the  butch¬ 
eries  of  the  then  new  settled  West  by  the  merci¬ 
less  savages;  and  yet  the  Federalists  continued 
every  effort  to  paralyze  the  Government  by  dis 
Gouraging  loans,  dissuading  from  enlistments  in 
our  armies  and  navy,  opposing  in  every  manner, 
and  interposing  in  every  way,  obstacles  to  a  suc¬ 
cessful  termination  of  the  mighty  contest.  What 
was  their  motive  ?  The  leading  men  were,  it  is 
supposed,  in  part  influenced  by  their  attachment  to 


the  principles  of  another  Government.  Thot 
who  were  opposed  to  the  principles  of  our  own,  ai 
ticipated  its  downfall  They  were  willing  to  see  the 
country  humbled,  if  Demoaracy  should  tall.  But,  si 
the  nation  went  through  the  struggle  iriumphantl} 
The  fore  gn  enemy  was  beaten,  the  domestic  fc 
retired  to  his  lair  to  await  another  opportunity  fc 
attack,  and  for  demonstration  that  a  Democrat^ 
Government  contains  within  itself  the  seeds  of  di: 
solution,  and  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  hav 
not  the  intelligence  and  virtue  requisite  for  the 
own  government.  I  moke  not  these  remarks  fc 
mere  declamation.  I  ask  every  one  to  look  caiml 
and  soberly  at  the  facts,  and  decide  whether  th 
Whigs  of  the  present  day  are  not,  like  the  Federa 
ists  of  former  days,  composed  of  those  who  wai 
laws  for  the  r  own  benefit,  or  who  fancy  then 
selves  superior  to  their  fellow  men,  and  the  Demi 
cracy,  on  the  other  hand,  composed  of  the  ind< 
pendent,  unambitious,  and  industrious  portion  < 
the  country. 

But  the  opposition  to  the  Government  existed,  t 
a  great  degree,  among  those  who  cal  ed  most  louc 
ly  on  the  Government  for  interposition  in  their  fa 
vor.  Their  language  was  urgent,  and  their  call 
loud  on  the  Government.  In  the  winter  of  180 
and  1806  the  merchants  of  all  the  principal  sea 
poris  in  the  U.  States — New  York,  Philade'phij 
Bahimere, Boston,  and  many  other  places  of  exter 
sive  foreign  commerce,  memorialized  Congress,  an 
declared  that  Grjar  Britain  was  endeavoring  t 
establish  principles  that*would  totally  prostrate  th 
trade  of  the  United  States;  that  if  her  pretension 
were  recognised,  it  would  he  an  abandonment  c 
our  right?,  and  a  desertion  of  the  great  commercir 
interests  of  our  country;  and  that  reason,  justict 
and  patriotism  required  that  the  United  State 
should  oppose  these  pretensions,  as  unsound  i 
princ  pie,  and  offensive  in  practice,  and  that  th 
Government  should  take  immediate  and  promp 
measures  to  force  our  commerce,  assert  our  rights 
and  vindicate  the  honor  and  dignity  of  th 
country.  It  would  consume  too  much  c 


Ihe  time  of  the  committee  if  I  should  rea 
these  various  memorials,  or  even  extracts  froc 
them.  They  are  signed  by  many  men  who  wer 


afterwards  among  toe  most  bitter  enemies  of  th 


administration  of  Mr.  Malison. 

But,  sir,  in  addition  to  the  general  hostility  of  th 
Federal  party  to  the  National  Government,  ther 
was  a  strongly  marked  pn  ceeding  in  the  section  c 
the  country  from  which  I  come;  and,  as  we  ar  is 
called  upon  to  renounce  our  attachment  to  the  prejii 
sent  National  Executive,  who  is  represented,  un<> 
truly,  as  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  nation,  it  i 
proper  to  endeavur  to  ascertain  what  claims  thos 
have  upon  us  who  urge  this  course.  I  will  call  th 
attention  of  the  committee  to  some  of  the  acts  c 
the  Federal  party  of  that  day,  which  I  consider! 
and  shall  say  a  few  words  to  prove,  was  the  samji* 
which  has  come  down,  through  its  various  nameste 
to  the  Whig  party  of  the  present  day;  and  if  if 
should  have  occasion  to  allude  to  any  gentleman,  li 
desire  it  to  be  understood,  my  intention  is  to  avoi<|toj 
every  ih  ng  personal,  and  that  I  speak  only  in  rejf 
ference  to  the  political  views  and  course  of  any  on 
to  whom  I  may  refer. 

A  few  days  since,  I  saw  in  the  public  prints 
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i|py  of  a  circular,  signed  by  one  of  my  colleagues, 
Ir.  Saltonstall,]  in  conjunction  with  some  other 
atlemen.  It  it  addressed  to  individual  members 
the  Whig  party,  and  is  as  follows: 

‘•Washington,  January  24,  1840. 
“Sir:  The  undersigned,  an  Executive  Commit- 
appointed  by  the  Opposition  members  of  Con- 
ess,  have  taken  the  liberty  of  appointing  you  an 
ecu  live  and  corresponding  committee  lor  your 
uuty,  and  we  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  pro- 
ectus  for  the  Madisonian.  We  rrcornmned  that 
,oer  to  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  oppo- 
mts  of  the  Administration  throughout  the  ccun- 
r.  The  committee  attach  much  importance  to  a 
neral  circulation  of  the  Madisonian,  and  other 
liticol  pamphlets,  calculated  to  enlighten  the 
tblic  mind.  The  subscribers  which  you  may 
ocute  (and  we  doubt  nut,  considering  the  cheap- 
ss  and  ability  of  the  paper,  they  will  be  many) 
ill  be  entitled,  gratis,  to  all  such  pamphlets, 
i  We  have  confidence  that  it  will  afford  you  plea- 
rre  to  aid  us  ia  our  efforts  to  rescue  the  Adminis- 
ition  of  the  Government  from  the  hands  of  the 
esent  imbecile  and  corrupt  incumbents.  With 
ie  aid  of  an  honest  and  fearless  press,  these  ef- 
jrt',  we  trust,  will  be  succ.-sfful.  We  ate  aware 
l at  the  acceptance  of  this  appointment  may  sub¬ 
let  you  to  srme  sacrifice:  vour  patriotism  is  a  suf- 
inent  guarantee  that  it  will  be  borne  with  cheer- 
llness.  T  e  consideration  that  we  are  in  the  ser- 
ice  of  an  injured  and  crushed  people,  should  ani- 
la’e  us  in  the  use  of  every  honotable  exettion  to 
feet  the  common  object  in  view — the  restora- 
ion  of  the  Government  tj  the  days  of  her  pa- 


Lto?  Presidents. 


.  Garland,  La. 
to.  Bell,  Tenn. 

M.  Batts,  Va. 
hos.  Corwin,  Ohio, 

[.  PI  Grinned,  N.  Y. 


Your  obedient  servants, 
Leveiett  Saltonstall,  Ms. 
Truman  Smith,  Conn. 
Cnas.  Naylor,  Ponu. 

J.  C.  Clarke,  N.  Y. 

Committee.” 
The  people  of  the  country  are  called  upon,  by 
ty  colleague,  to  restore  the  Government  to  the 
ays  of  her  “patriot  Presidents.” 

I  should  be  p  eased  to  know  whom  my  colleague 
insiders  “her  patriot  Presidents”  I  do  not  sup- 
3ss  he  is  so  far  advanced  in  life  as  to  have  taken 
i  ac  tve  part  in  the  early,  and  perhaps  not  in  the 
tier,  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  administration.  If 
),  he  belonged  to  a  party  opposed  to  him.  So  far 
3  Mr.  Monroe  was  opposed  by  party,  [  believe 
m  to  have  been  in  the  Opposition.  He  has  cer¬ 
tify  been  opposed  to  General  Jackson  and  Mr. 
an  Buren,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  show  his  oppo- 
tion  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Madison;  and 
r  that  purpose  I  will  here  read  a  memorandum  I 
ild  in  my  hand.  It  is  this: 

“At  the  extra  session  of  the  Massachusetts  Le- 
siature  in  October,  1814,  Governor  Strong’s  mes- 
tge  was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting 
the  following  members:  Messrs.  Otis,  Bemis. 
id  Wood,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs.  Sullivan,  Sal- 
dnstall,  Lincoln,  and  Whitman,  of  the  House 
7  Representatives;  which  committee,  on  the  8  h 
r  October,  reported  in  favor  of  calling  the  HART- 
ORD  CONVENTION.” 

The  majority  of  the  committee,  being  Federalists, 
ho  were  in  favor,  were  Messrs.  Otis,  Wood,  Sul¬ 


livan,  Saltonstall,  and  Whitman.  The  minorityr. 
being  Democrats  opposed  to  the  convention,  were 
Messrs.  BEMisand  Lincoln. 

[Mr.  Saltonstall  here  interrupted  Mr. Parmew- 
ter,  and  observed,  as  his  name  had  been  brought 
before  the  committee,  he  hoped  his  colleague 
would  repeat  what  he  had  said  in  relation  to  him.] 

Mr.  Parmenter  repeated  in  substance,  and  the* 
proceeded. 

The  character  of  this  Convention  is,  I  believe, 
well  understood  in  the  country,  but  aMt  is  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  century  since  its  occurrence,  I  shall  offer  a 
lew  authentic  documents  on  the  subject.  I  would 
however  remark,  that  during  the  whole  time  of 
that  war,  although  it  bore  heavily  upon  the  great 
interests  of  New  England,  and  Massachusetts  ia 
particular,  and  they  were  desirous  of  a  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  war,  yet  they  would  never  have  tole¬ 
rated  treasonable  action,  or  measures  leading  to  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union,  if  the  avowal  had  been 
disti'  ctly  made.  They  were  always  sound,  and 
contributed  as  many  individuals  io  fill  our  armies 
and  man  our  navy,  as  any  S  ate  in  the  Union. 
The  overhea'ed  partis -ns,  and  those  who  were 
ready  to  break  down  our  institutions — those  who 
who  were  blinded  by  their  British  attachments, 
were  obliged  to  disavow  bad  intentions.  I  recol¬ 
lect  well,  sir,  that  great  were  the  misgivings  of 
many  who  sustained  the  Federal  party,  ffut  they 
were  lulled  by  outside  appearances  and  positive 
assurances.  But  I  will  not  comment  myself — I 
lived  on  the  spot  and  was  old  enough  to  be  an  ob¬ 
server,  and  knew  my  own  impressions  as  they  then 
existed.  And  although  I  could  readily  quot°  many 
expressions  which  escaped  the  violent  of  that  time, 

I  will  offer  only  such  offic  a!  documents  as  may 
be  proper  to  remind  us  of  the  event.  Tne  cha- 
racer  of  the  Hartford  Convention  is  marked  wok 
an  indelible  brand.  And  when  one  of  its  principal 
originators  calis  upon  us  to  abandon  our  political 
partialities, and  tells  us  about  “the  restoration  of  the 
Government  to  the  days  of  her  patriot  Presidents, ,s 
we  have  a  right,  however  much  may  be  our  feel¬ 
ing  of  personal  regard,  to  present  his  political  cha¬ 
racter  to  view. 

As  I  remarked,  I  shall  only  offer  public  docu¬ 
ments.  I  will  not  quote  the  speeches  of  leading 
men,  which  might  be  offered  in  abundance.  The 
report  recommending  a  choice  of  delega'es  to  a 
convention,  which, being  joined  by  other  States,  con¬ 
stituted  the  Hartford  Convention,  and  is  from  the 
committee  of  which  my  colleague  was  a  member, 
ihus  concludes: 

“It  is  therefore  with  great  concern  that  your  com¬ 
mittee  are  obliged  to  declare  their  conviction,  that 
the  Constitution  of  thej  United  States,  under  the 
administration  of  the  persons  in  power,  has  failed 
to  secure  to  this  Commonwealth,  and,  as  they  be¬ 
lieve,  to  the  Eastern  section  of  this  Union,  those 
equal  rights  and  benefits  which  were  the  great  ob¬ 
jects  of  its  formation,  and  which  they  cannot  relin¬ 
quish,  without  ruin  to  themselves  and  posterity. 
These  grievances  justify  and  require  vigorous,  per¬ 
severing,  and  peaceable  exertions,  to  unite  those 
who  realize  the  sufferings,  and  foresee  the  dangers 
of  the  country,  in  some  system  of  measures  to  ob¬ 
tain  relief,  for  which  the  ordinary  mode  of 
PROCURING  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION,  AF- 
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FORDS  NO  REASONABLE  EXPECTATION,  IN  SEASON  TO 
PREVENT  THE  COMPLETION  OP  ITS  RUIN.  The  PEO¬ 
PLE,  HOWEVER,  POSSESS  THE  MEANS  OF  CERTAIN  RE¬ 
DRESS;  AND  WHEN  THEIR  SAFETY,  WHICH  IS  THE  SU¬ 
PREME  LAW,  IS  IN  QUE  TION,  THESE  MEANS  SHOULD 

ee  promptly  applied.  The  framers  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  made  provisions  to  amend  defecis  which 
were  known  to  be  incidental  to  every  human  insti¬ 
tution,  and  the  provision  itself  was  not  less  liable 
to  be  found  defective  upon  experiment,  than  other 
parts  of  the  instrument.  When  this  deficiency 
becomes  apparent,  no  reason  can  preclude  the 
right  of  ihe  whole  people  who  were  parties  to  it 
to  adopt  another;  and  it  is  not  a  presumptuous 
expectation,  ihat  a  spirit  of  equity  and  justice,  en¬ 
lightened  by  experience,  would  enable  them  to  re¬ 
concile  conflicting  interests,  ana  obviate  the  prin¬ 
cipal  cause  of  those  dissensions,  which  unfit  Go¬ 
vernment  for  a  state  of  peace  and  of  war,  and  so 
to  amend  the  Constitution,  as  to  give  vig^r  and 
duration  to  the  uniou  of  the  States.  But  as  a  pro¬ 
position  for  such  a  convention  from  a  Single  State, 
would  probably  be  unsuccessful,  and  our  danger 
admits  not  of  delay,  it  is  recommended  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  in  tne  fiist  instance,  a  conference 
should  be  invited  between  those  States,  the  affinity 
of  whose  interests  is  cksest,  and  whose  habits  of 
intercourse,  from  their  local  situation  and  other 
causes,  are  most  frequent,  to  the  end  that  by  a 
comparison  of  their  sentiments  and  views,  some 
mode  of  defence,  suited  to  the  circumstances  and 
exigencies  of  those  States,  and  measures  for  acce¬ 
lerating  the  return  of  public  prosperity  may  be 
•devised;  and  also  to  enable  the  delegates  from 
those  States,  shou  d  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  lay 
the  foundation  for  a  radical  refoim  in  the  national 
compact,  by  inviting  to  a  future  convention  a  de¬ 
putation  from  all  the  States  in  the  Union.” 

This  report  concluded  with  several  resolut’ons, 
breathing  the  same  spirit,  and  recommending  the 
choice  of  twelve  delegates,  who  were  chosen  by 
215  votes,  in  a  convention  of  both  Houses  of  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature,  which  consisted  of 
nearly  500  memoers.  The  Democrats  declined 
voting,  and  probably  some  Federalists,  who  had 
not  confidence  in  the  patriotism  of  the  project. 
For  I  deny  that  the  great  body  of  the  Federal  par¬ 
ty  among  the  people  would  have  sustained  disaf¬ 
fected  and  disloyal  proceedings,  leading  to  a  seve¬ 
rance  of  the  Un  on,  and  a  separate  peace  with  the 
enemy,  although  they  were  ready  to  support  their 
aristocratic  views  of  Government,  and  were  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  maintain  the  obnoxious  political 
principles  which  have  always  been  held  by  that, 
party. 

I  need  hardly  dwell  upon  the  point  that,  so  far 
as  treasonable  views  might  exist — 'hat  so  far  as 
a  wish  to  dissolve  the  Union  might  be  entertained, 
they  could  have  met  with  no  response  from  a  peo¬ 
ple  around  whose  name  clustered  the  most  re¬ 
nowned  reminiscenses  of  the  Revolutionary  con¬ 
test.  In  that  Slate  are  the  battlegrounds  of  Bun¬ 
ker  Hill,  Lexington,  and  Concord;  all  of  them,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  add,  within  ths  district  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent  on  this  floor.  It  was  owing 
to  the  stubborn  patriotism  of  the  great  body  of  the 
population  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  opinion  of 
many,  that  the  schemes  of  those,  whose  fidelity  to 


the  Constitution  and  union  of  the  States 
doubted,  were  never  carried  into  effect.  Th 
jectors  of  the  Hartford  Convention,  and  its 
dred  measures,  were  supported  for  their  Fei 
ism,  as  opposed  to  Democracy,  not  for  iheir 
against  the  Union.  They  always  declared 
dread  of  a  separation  of  the  States,  while 
were  recommending  measures  tending  to 
about  the  dreadful  event.  A  dissolution  o 
Uni  m,  if  it  came,  was  to  come  in  disguise.  E 
were  to  be  brought  about  indirectly,  by  whic 
sad  result  could  not  be  controlled. 

The  Hartford  Convention,  under  date  of  J< 
ry  4,  1815,  prepared  a  long  report,  from  wh 
would  be  useful  to  present  long  extracts:  but 
not  offer  them  to  the  committee,  but  confine  n 
to  ihe  resolutions  with  which  the  report  conch 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recomn 
ed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  StAtes  i 
sented  in  this  convention,  to  adopt  all  such 
sures  as  may  be  necessary  effectually  to  prote«! 
citizens  of  said  States  from  the  operation  an 
fects  of  all  acts  which  have  been  or  may  bs 
ed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which 
contain  provisions,  subjecting  the  m  litia  or 
citizens  to  forcible  drafis,  conscriptions, or  inif 
ments,  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution  o 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  re 
mended  to  ihe  said  Legislatures,  to  auihoriz 
immediate  and  earnest  application  to  be  mar 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  reque 
their  consent  to  some  arrangement,  whereb 
said  States  may,  separately  or  in  concert,  be 
powered  to  assume  upon  themselves  the  defen 
their  territory  against  the  enemy;  and  a  reasor 
portion  of  the  taxes  collected  within  said  St 
mav  be  paid  into  the  respective  treasuries  the 
and  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  balance 
said  States,  and  to  the  future  defence,  of  the  si 
The  amount  so  paid  into  the  said  treasuries  t 
credited,  and  the  disbursements  made  as  afore 
to  he  charged  to  the  United  States. 

“Se.soZred,That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  is,  recomm 
ed  io  the  Legislatures  of  the  aforesaid  States,  to 
laws  (where  it  has  not  already  been  done)  ar 
rizing  the  Governors  or  Commanders  in  Chu 
their  militia  to  make  detachments  from  the  sr 
or  to  form  voluntary  corps,  as  shall  be  most 
venient  and  conformable  to  their  Constitu  ions, 
to  cause  the  same  to  be  well  armed,  equipped 
disciplined,  and  held  in  readiness  for  service; 
upon  the  request  of  the  Governor  of  either  ol 
other  States,  to  employ  the  whole  of  such  det 
ment  or  corps,  as  well  as  the  regular  forces  of 
State,  or  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  require  I 
can  be  spared  consistently  with  the  salety  of 
State,  in  assisting  the  State  making  such  reqt 
to  repel  any  invasion  thereof  which  shall  be  n 
or  attempted  bv  the  public  enemy. 

uResolvcd,  That  the  following  amendments 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  be  rec 
mended  to  the  States  represented  as  aforesaid 
be  proposed  by  them  for  adoption  by  the  State 
gislatures,  and,  in  such  cases  as  may  be  dee 
expedient,  by  a  convention  chosen  by  the  pe 
of  each  State. 

“And  it  is  farther  recommended  that  the 
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accommodation,  and  upon  which  no  sensibility  on 
either  side  should  be  permitted  to  exist.  It  has 
proved  unjust  and  unequal  in  its  operation.  Had 
this  effect  been  foreseen,  the  privileges  would  pro¬ 
bably  hot  have  been,  demanded,  certainly  not  con¬ 
ceded.  I's  tendency  in  future  will  be  adverse  to 
that  harmony  and  mutual  confidence,  which  are 
mere  conducive  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
every  confederated  State,  than  a  mere  preponde¬ 
rance  of  power,  the  prolific  source  of  jealousies 
and  controversy,  can  be  to  any  one  of  them.  The 
time  may  therefore  ariive,  when  a  sense  of  magna¬ 
nimity  and  justice  will  reconcile  those  States  to 
acquiesce  in  a  revision  of  this  article,  esptcially 
as  a  fair  equivalent  would  result  to  them  in  the 
apportionment  of  taxes. 

“The  next  amendment  relates  to  the  admission  of 
new  States  into  the  Union. 

“  This  amendment  is  deemed  to  be  highly  im¬ 
portant,  and  in  fact  indispensable.  In  proposing 
it,  it  is  not  intended  to  recognise  the  right  oi  Con¬ 
gress  to  admit  new  S  ates  without  the  original 
limits  of  the  United  S  ates,  nor  is  any  idea  enter¬ 
tained  of  disturbing  the  tranquillity  of  any  State 
aheady  admitted  into  the  Union.  The  object  is 
merely  to  restrain  the  constitutional  power  of  Con¬ 
gress  in  admitting  new  States.  At  tbe  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  a  certain  baiance  of  power 
among  tke  original  parties  was  considered  to  exist; 
and  there  was  at  that  time,  and  yet  is,  among  these 
parties,  a  strong  affinity  between  their  great  and  ge¬ 
neral  interests.  By  theadm  ssion  of  these  States,  that 
balance  has  been  materially  affected,  and  unless 
the  practice  be  modified,  must  ultimately  be  de¬ 
stroyed.  The  Southern  Spates  will  first  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  iheir  new  confederates  to  govern  the 
East;  and  finally  the  Western  Slates,  multiplied  m 
number,  and  augmented  in  population,  will  control 
the  interests  of  the  whole.  Thus,  for  the  sake  of 
present  power,  the  Southern  States  will  be  common 
sufferers  with  the  Easi,  in  the  loss  of  permanent 
advantages.  None  of  the  old  States  can  find  an 
interest  in  creating  prematurely  an  overwhelming 
Western  influence,  which  may  hereafter  discern 
(as  it  has  heretofore)  benefits  to  be  derived  to  them 
by  wars  and  commercial  restrictions.” 

If  my  colleague  should  consider  these  tbe  views 
of  former  “patriot  Presidents,”  I  do  not  believe 
he  will  meet  the  assent  of  the  people  in  any  section 
of  the  country.  It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
these  proceedings  were  within  a  few  months  after 
the  destruction,  by  the  enemy,  cf  the  public  build- 


shall  persevere  in  their  efforts  to  obtain  such 
Jments,  until  the  same  be  effected. 
rst.  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be 
tioned  among  the  several  States  which  may 
luded  wi  bin  this  Union,  according  to  their 
.tive  numbers  of  free  persons,  including  those 
o  serve  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding 
is  not  taxed  and  all  other  persons- 
cond.  No  new  S  ale  shall  be  admitted  into 
mon  by  Cong: ess  in  virtue  of  the  power 
:d  by  the  Constitution,  wiihout  the  concur- 
of  two-  hirds  of  both  Houses. 

Tiird.  Congress  shall  not  have  power  to  lay 
aibargo  on  the  ships  or  vest's  of  the  citizens 
United  S:ates,  in  the  ports  or  harbors  there- 
■  more  than  60  days. 

mrth ,  Congress  shall  not  have  power,  without 
ncurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses,  to 
ict  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
:1  Slates  and  any  foreign  nation  or  the  depen¬ 
is  thereof. 

flit.  Congress  shall  not  make  cr  declare  war, 
norize  acts  of  hostility  against  any  foreign 
,  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
iouscs,  except  such  acts  of  hostility  be  in  de- 
ol  the  tereitoriej.  of  the  United  States,  when 
ly  invaded. 

xtk.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  he  natural- 
hall  be  eligible  a>  a  member  of  the  Senate  or 
;  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  mm 
'e  of  holding  any  civil  office  under  the  au- 
r  of  the  Uni  ed  States. 

venth.  The  same  prison  shall  not  be  elected 
ent  of  the  United  States  a  second  time;  nor 
he  President  be  elected  from  the  same  State 
rms  in  succession. 

•solved,  That  if  j he  application  of  these  States 
Government  of  the  United  States,  recom- 
:i  in  a  foregoing  resolution,  should  be  unsuc- 
I,  and  peace  should  not  be  concluded,  and 
fence  of  these  Stales  should  be  neglected,  as 
been  since  the  war,  it  will,  in  the  opinion  cf 
invention,  be  expedient  for  the  Legis!a'ure> 
several  Slates  to  appoint  delegates  to  ano- 

CONVfiXTION,  TO  MEET  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THE 

of  Massachusetts,  on  the  th  rd  Tkurs- 
f  June  next,  with  such  powers  and  in- 
riONS  AS  the  exigence  of  a  crisis  so  mojien- 

d AY  REQ.OIRE. 

! ’solved?  That  the  Hon.  George  Cabot,  the 
Chauncey  Goodrich,  and  the  Hon.  Daniel 
n,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  authorized  to  call 
r  meeting  of  this  convention,  to  b-*  holden  in  ings  and  properly  in  the  cap.tal;  of  the  attack  upon 


n,  at  any  lime  before  new  delegates  shall  b 
a,  as  recommended  in  the  above  resolution,  if 
ir  judgment  the  situation  of  the  country  shall 
tly  require  it. 
artford,  Jan.  4,  1315.” 
pill,  however,  read  two  short  extracts  from 
port  of  the  convention  in  relation  to  the  two 
reposed  amendments: 

’he  first  amendment  proposed,  relates  to  the 
tionment  of  Representatives  among  the  slave- 
ig  Sta'es.  This  cannot  be  claimed  as  a  right. 
States  are  entitled  to  the  slave  representa- 


our  neighboring  city  of  Baltimore:  and  when  tbe  cru¬ 
elty  and  ravages  of  the  enemy  were  at  thei  rheight. 

To  show  how  this  convention  was  characterized, 
I  must  ask  the  attention  of  the  commune  to  an 
extract  from  a  protest,  which  was  probably  pre¬ 
pared  by  my  colleague  from  the  Worcester  dis¬ 
trict,  who  sits  directly  before  me,  but  who  is  now 
absent,  [Mr.  Lincoln.*]  Whether  prepared  by 
him  or  net,  his  name  appears  as  the  first  signer, 
and  at  that  day  he  stood  high  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  and  myself  weie  of  the 


same  political  school.  One  of  us  must  have 
oy  a  constitutional  compact.  It  is  therefore  (changed,  as  we  are  now  opposed.  I  shall  sh  -win 
y  a  subject  of  agreement,  which  should  be  I  a  few  words,  before  I  take  my  seat,  that  the  change- 


;cted  upon  principles  cf  mutual  interest  and 


Mr.  Lincoln  has  since  informed  me  he  was  the  author. 
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is  with  him,  and  most  conclusively,  so  far  as  this 
Hartford  Convention  is  concerned.  The  protest 
signed  by  Levi  Lincoln  and  others,  concludes 
thus: 

“Against  the  resolution  proposing  a  convention 
of  delegates  fiom  the  New  England  States,  and'the 
resolutions  connected  therewith,  the  undersigned 
feel  bound,  by  every  dic'ate  of  duty,  an  1  every 
suggestion  of  patriotism,  most  earnestly  to  remon¬ 
strate.  To  these  resolutions  they  have  opposed  the 
utmost  of  their  own  reason,  the  language  of  the 
Constitu'ion,  and  the  solemn  and  warning  admoni¬ 
tions  of  Washington.  However  disguised  or  de¬ 
signed,  the  obvious  tendency  of  propositions  for  a 
partial  conference  by  delegates  from  some  States, 
without  participation  or  consultation  with  other 
States,  is  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  separation  and 
divi>ion  of  the  Union.  The  suggestion  of  a  peculiar 
interest  in  the  States  of  New  England,  upon  sub¬ 
jects  of  public  grievance,  is  predicated  upon  the  idea 
that  this  nation  has  not  a  community  of  objects, 
and  is  not  connected  by  a  similarity  of  obligations. 
The  Constitution,  of  the  United  States  has  piohibit- 
ed,  in  express  terms,  ‘one  £tate  from  entering  into 
any  agreement  or  compact  with  another,’  without 
the  consent  of  Congress.  If,  as  the  result  of  the 
■  conference  of  delegates  on  the  part  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,  a  compact  for  any  purpose  is  intended,  the 
proposition  for  such  conference  is  as  gross  an  in 
.fringement  of  the  Constitution  as  would  be  the 
compact,  when  made.  It  cannot  be  admissible  to 
pursue  means  to  an  end  which  it  is  wrong  and  ille¬ 
gal  to  attain. 

“Nor  is  there  just  pretence  of  necessity  for  this 
measure.  The  framers  of  the  Constitution  wisely 
provided  for  its  amendment.  Should  abuses  ex¬ 
ist,  growing  out  of  supposed  defects  of  the  instru¬ 
ment,  the  mode  of  reform  is  definitely  prescribed; 
and  if,  in  this  way,  they  are  not  to  be  corrected, 
neither  can  (hey  in  any  other,  short  of  a  change  in 
the  form  of  Government.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  the  S'a’es  of  the  Union  will  yield  to  the  dictates 
cf  a  converVion  what  they  would  refuse  to  the  con¬ 
stitutional  application  of  the  Legis!atuie.  The  un- 
dersignert,  therefore,  cannot  dugu  se  ihmr  appre¬ 
hension  that  more  must  be  designed  than  is  dis¬ 
tinctly  avowed.  The  reasoning  of  the  lepori  is 
supported  bv  the  a!aiming  assumption  tnat  the  Con¬ 
stitution  has  failed  in  its  objects,  and  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  are  absolved  from  their  allegiance, 
and  ate  at  liberty  to  adopt  another.  In  debate,  it 
has  been  reiterated  that  the  Constitution  is  no 
longer  to  be  respected,  and  that  revolution  is  not  to 
foe  deprecated.  The  bond  of  our  political  union 
is  thus  attempted  to  be  severed;  and,  in  a  s  ace 
of  war  and  common  danger,  we  are  advised  to  ine 
mad  expedient  of  abandoning  that  protection  which 
the  combined  energies  of  the  nation  might  afford, 
for  the  seifLh  enjoyment  of  our  present,  though  par¬ 
tial,  resources.  Tne  resolutions  of  our  Legis¬ 
lature,  U  is  to  be  feared,  will  be  viewed  by  oth  r 
Siatcs  as  productive  of  this  consequence,  thai  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  shall  govern  the  Administration,  or  the 
Govern  men' shall  not  be  adrnini>t  red  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Jealousy  and  contention  will  ensue.  The 
Constitution,  hitherto  respected  as  the  arc  of  our 
political  safety,  will  be  violated  and  destroyed,  and 
in  civil  dissensions  and  convulsions,  our  indepen¬ 


dence  will  be  annihilated,  and  our  country  redu 
to  the  condition  of  vanquished  and  tributi 
colonies  to  a  haughty  and  implacable  foreign  fo 
In  order  to  show  that  the  Hartford  Convent 
party  of  the  days  of  the  war  were  similar  to 
Whigs  of  the  present,  and  that  as  a  paity  they 
the  same  in  principle,  I  will  mention  the  names 
all  of  them;  and  I  express  my  decided  convicti 
ana  state  my  firm  belief,  that  every  one  who  is  n 
alive  is  of  the  Whig  party,  and  every  one  who 
deceased,  died  in  that  political  faith,  under  so 
one  of  its  numerous  names.  There  are  geutlen 
here  from  all  the  New  England  States,  who  i 
correct  me  if  I  should  be  in  error.  They  w< 
from 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

George  Cabot, 


William  Prescott, 
Harrison  Gray  Otis, 
Timothy  Bigelow, 
Daniel  Waldo, 
George  Bliss, 

Ciiauncey  Goodrich, 
James  Hillitouss, 
John  Treadwell, 
Zephaniah  Swift, 


Stephen  Longfellow 
Nathan  Dane, 
Hoduah  Baylies, 
Joshua  Thomas, 
Jo-tph  Lyman, 
Samuel  S.  Wilde. 
3TLCUT. 

Calvin  Goddard, 
Nathan  Smith, 
Roger  Minot  Sherm 


RHODE  ISLAND. 


CONNECTICUT. 


Daniel  Lyman,  Benj  Hazard, 

Samuel  Ward,  Edward  Man-ton. 

WINDHAM  CO.  VERMONT. 
William  Hale,  jr. 
CHESHIRE  CO  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


Benj.  West. 


GRAFTON  AND  LANCASTER,  COOS  CO. 
Mills  Olcott, 


I  regret  alluding  at  all  to  my  colleague,  [2 
Lincoln  ]  but  his  connection  with  the  documen 
have  offered  made  it  indi-p-.  mable;  as  he  . 
my  oiher  colleague  [Mr.  Salt. install!  belong  r; 
to  the  same  party,  but  were  then  opposed  to  e 
other.  Itismoretoexpl  in  my  own  position,  and  i 
of ih*  Dernoera  ic  jra  tv, than  torefertomycolleag 
[Mr.  Lincoln,]  that  I  have  shown  that  the  pa 
with  which  he  no.v  acts  are  in  principle  the  sa 
which  he  oppose  1  dining  the  B  i  ish  war.  I  t; 
no  isolated  ca»es,  bur.  (he  entiie  body  who  ass; 
bled  at  Hartford,  wnh»  u1  excepting  an  mdividi 
I  wish  again  to  repeat,  that  the  people  of  Mas 
chuset's  were  sound  in  their  attachment  to 
Union,  and  the  cause  of  their  country.  The  v 
bore  heavily  and  severely,  but  hev  would  nc 
abandon  their  countiy.  Had  the  proj  cfors  of 
Hartford  Convention  openly  avowed  those  icr 
(.ions,  which  the  judgment  of  the  country  has  at 
bured  to  them,  they  wou  d  have  been  met  in  M 
sachusetts  by  the  mos  su  r  i  rebuke.  They  nev 
in  offi  ■  i a l  acts,  indicated  a  determination  to  proct 
to  extremities,  yet  many,  ev.  n  among  their  o 
party,  saw  d^nter.  As  we  have  seen 
the  documen  s,  the  v  h  >1**  Democratic  p 
ty  in  New  England  denounced  them.  1 
Democracy  of  the  n  iti  n  was  alarmed.  T 
stain  which  the  Senate  had  cast  upon  the  Sta 
by  the  resolution  ihat  it  was  un  ecoming  and  i: 
m  ral  to  rejoice  at  the  vie  ores  of  <mr  own  cou 
try  men,  arousrd  the  r  feelings,  id  it  has  been  j 
dign  mtly  blotted  out  and  expunged  It.  was  i 
ihelSth  of  Jun^,  1813,  it  adopted  the  followi 


?amble  and  resolution,  proposed  by  the  Hon. 

‘  si  ah  Q,uincy,  a  leading  Federalist: 

|  “Wheieas,  a  proposition  has  been  made  to  the 
nate  for  the  adoption  of  sundry  resalutions,  ex- 
„  essive  of  their  sense  of  the  gallantry  and  good 
;  nduct  exhibited  by  Jam  s  Lawrence,  Command* 

(j  of  the  United  States  ship  of  war  Hornet,  and 
1 5  officers  and  crew  of  that  ship  in  the  destruction 
his  Biitannic  Majesty’s  ship  the  Peacock.  And 
icreas  it  has  been  found  that  former  resolutions 
th  kind  passed  on  similar  occasions  relative  to 
her  officers  engaged  in  a  like  service,  have  given 
eat  discontent  to  many  of  the  good  people  of  this 
ommonwealth,  it  being  considered  by  them  as  an 
couragement  and  excitement  to  the  continuance 
f  the  present  unjust,  unnecessary,  and  iniquitous 
ar;  and  on  this  account  the  Senate  of  Massacbu- 
tts  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  refrain  from  act- 
g  on  the  said  proposition;  and  also,  whereas  this 
termination  of  the  Senate  may,  without  expla- 
ition,  be  misconstrued  into  an  intentional  slight 
Captain  Lawfence,  and  a  denial  of  his  particu- 
r  merits,  the  Senate  therefore  deem  it  their  duty 
declare  that  they  have  a  high  sense  of  the  naval 
rill  and  military  and  civil  virtues  of  Capt.  James 
awrence,  and  that  they  have  been  withheld  trom 
;ting  on  said  proposition  solely  from  considera- 
ons  relative  to  the  nature  and  principle  of  the 
ar,  and  to  the  end  that  all  misapprehension  on 
ie  subject  may  be  obviated. 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  the  Senate  of  Massa- 
lusetts,  that  in  a  war  like  the  present,  waged 
'iihout  justifiable  cause,  and  prosecuted  in  a  man- 
er  which  indicates  that  conquest  and  ambition 
re  its  real  motive,  IT  IS  NOT  BECOMING  A 
IORAL  AND  RELIGIOUS  PEOPLE  TO  EX- 
RESS  ANY  APPROBATION  OF  MILITARY 
R  NAVAL  EXPLOITS,  WHICH  ARE  NOT 
IMMEDIATELY  CONNECTED  WITH  TRIE 
►EFENCE  OF  OUR  SEA  COAST  AND  SOIL  ” 
The  popular  branch  of  the  Leg  slature  did  not 
oncurin  this  resolution. 

The  people  of  Massachusetts  never  resled  easy 
nder  this  objectionable  vote;  and  it  was  per1  aps 
ne  of  the  most  powerful  inducements  to  tne  poll- 
cal  change  which  took  place  in  1823,  in  which 
yhich  year  the  Democrats  triumphed,  and  one  of 
heir  most  important  acts  was  the  passage  of  the 
ollowing  preamble  and  resolution: 

A  resolution  offered  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sprague, 
he  17th  instant,  in  the  words  following: 

"Whereas  a  certain  resolve  passed  the  Senate  of 
his  C  mmonweaith  on  the  15th  day  of  June  A  D. 
.813,  relating  to  the  capture  of  his  Bri  annic  Ma- 
esty’s  ship  Peacock  by  the  United  S  ates  ship 
Hornet,  commanded  by  the  late  brave  and  pa- 
riodc  Captain  James  Lawrence,  in  the  words  lol 
owing,  to  wit:  [Here  follows  the  resolution  ] 

And  whereas,  said  resolution  adopted  at  a  time 
>f  extraordinary  political  excitement,  is  predicated 
tpon  an  erroneous  estimate  of  the  nature  and  t  ha- 
acter  of  the  late  war  between  the  United  States 
ind  Great  Britain;  and  whereas  the  same  involve^ 
ind  asserts  principles  unsound  iD  policy,  and  dan¬ 
gerous  and  alarming  in  tendency,  WHEREFORE, 
hat  it  may  not  hereafier  be  consiaeled  as  expressi¬ 
ng  the  deliberate  sense  of  the  Senate  and  people 


of  this  Commonwealth,  at  this  time  of  uncommon 
political  tranquillity, 

“RESOLVED,  THAT  THE  RESOLVE 
AFORESAID  OP  THE  FIFTEENTH  DAYOF 
JUNE,  A.  D.  1813,  AND  THE  PREAMBLE 
THEREOF,  BE  AND  THE  SAME  ARE  HERE¬ 
BY  EXPUNGED  FROM  THE  JOURNALS  OF 
THE  SENATE. 


“The  yeas  ana  nays  having  been  required  on  the 
adoption  of  the  above  preamble  and  resolution, 
were  as  follows  : 

“Yeas — Hon.  Messrs.  Sprague,  Ruggles,  Aus¬ 
tin,  Hodges,  Thaxter,  Allen  Cranston,  Fowler, 
Prince,  L* land,  Dimmick,  Wade,  Wingate,  Par¬ 
rott,  Fiske,  Mason,  Hull,  Keyes,  Richardson, 
Winthrop,  Noyes,  Mills — 22. 

“Nays — Hon.  Messrs.  Perkins,  Brooks,  Adams, 
Gardner,  Hoyt,  Longley,  Tults,  Gorham,  Jones, 
S'arkweather,  L.  Strong,  S.  Strong,  jr.  Denny, 
Hubbard,  Mnchell— 15. 

“So  the  rt  solution  was  accepted  and  passed.” 

I  know  it  has  been  said  that  many  who  were  Fe¬ 
deralists  in  former  years  are  friends  of  the  Admi¬ 
nistration  now;  and  that  many  who  are  Whigs 
now,  wpre  Democrats  then.  Undoubtedly.  Bat 
ihat  indica'es  merely  a  change  of  sentiment  with 
individuals,  not  an  alteration  of  the  principles  of  a 
party.  I  have,  in  support  of  my  position,  that 
the  Whigs  now  are  what  the  Federalists  were  in 
1812,  given  you  the  names  of  the  prominent  men 
who  composed  the  Hanford  Convention;  I  have 
taken  (he  whole  organized  body  as  it  then  existed, 
and  brought  it  to  ihe  test.  No  one  has  doubted  or 
disputed  the  correctness  of  my  statement.  Changes 
in  politics  are  often  conspicuous  and  sudden.  I 
have  accidentally  befoie  me  an  evidence  of  this, 
which  evinces  some  very  rapid  revolutions  in  senti¬ 
ment  amoog  prominent  politicians  in  my  own 
State.  I  will  read  an  extract  or  two  from  promi¬ 
nent  Federal  papers  of  different  dates  : 

From  the  Northampti  n  Courier. 

“The  HartLburg  Convention  have  nominated 
Gen.  Harrison,  rather  than  Mr.  Webs'er,  as  the 
Whig  candidate  for  the  Presidency.  Weie  it  not 
matter  of  fact,  we  shoul  t  think  it  a  mere  built?>que, 
a  caricature,  got  up  for  a  lauah.  We  can  hardly 
believe  that  men  of  intelhgmre  and  discrimina¬ 


tion,  would  act  so  prepes  erous,  so  ridiculously  sil¬ 
ly.  Gen.  Harrison,  a  man  of  no  particular  re¬ 
spectability  ef  character,  and  wholly  obscure  as  to 
talents,  and  decidedly  insignificant  so  far  as  needed 
ab  lilies  are  concerned,  substituted  for  Daniel 
Webster!  An  individual  from  the  remotest  obscu 
rity  brought  out  to  stand  in  the  shadow  of  Jack’ 
son’s  military  renown,  to  catch  up  a  fictitious  po" 
pularity,  by  throwing  around  hi.s  name  the  tmse." 
glow  of  military  splendor!  and  Darnel  Webster* 
with  his  gigantic  powers  of  mind  and  exhaustless, 
attainments,  and  unimpeachable  moral  character, 
put  down  as  an  inferior  to  Wid  am  Henry  Harri¬ 
son,  the  lHe  o  of  Tippecanoe ! !’  Why,  what  an 
insufferable  insult  to  the  Whigs,!  what  a  scandal 
and  disgrace  to  our  party!  Why,  literally,  we 
feel  ashamed  to  raise  our  voice  or  hold  up  our 
head,  to  meet  the  merited  taunt  t  and  ridicule  of 
our  opponents.  We  are  everwhelmed  with  shame 
at  such  an  exhibition  of  superlative  weakness  and 
political  pusillanimity.. 
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“How  Gan  the  Whigs  consistently  take  up  an  in¬ 
dividual  who  is  put  forth  by  his  fr.ends,  not  from 
any  intrinsic  powers  of  mind  or  strength  of  intel¬ 
lect  he  possesses,  but  merely  because  nehas  thrown 
around  him  that  odious  characteristic  of  an  emi¬ 
nent  statesman,  military  popularity — a  feature  which 
the  Whigs,  from  the  outset,  have  seventy  reprobated 
in  General  Jackson.  The  friend  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  Pennsylvanians. 
In  no  possible  way  could  they  have  done  a  more  ac¬ 
ceptable  thing  for  them.  In  no  way  couid  they  have 
so  effectually  secured  his  e'ection,  and  disgraced  and 
disgusie  1  the  Whig  party.” 

[  From  the  Boston  Daily  JNveriiser.] 

“If  any  other  man  than  Henry  Clay  shall  be  no¬ 
minated  by  the  Whig  National  Convention,  the 
electoral  vote  of  Massachusetts  will  be  given  to 
Martin  Van  Buten.” 

“We  con'ess  we  have  some  curiosity  to  learn 
which  of  the  members  of  the  rie’ega  ion  from  this 
State  can  claim  the  honor  of  having  given  the  vote 


(Gen  ral  Harrison) 
lar  from 


being  the 


of  the  S  ate  for  a  Candida  e 
who,  we  are  well  assured,  is 
choice  of  the  State.” 

[From  the  Boston  Jltlas  ] 

“An  idea  has  been  thrown  out  by  certain  papers, 
which  advocate  the  substitution  of  a  second  rale 
man,  (General  Harrison  )  that  Mr.  Webster  pos¬ 
sesses  qualifications  of  too  exalted  and  intellectual 
an  order  to  make  a  popular  President  ” 

[From  the  Boston  Courier.] 

“If  Gene  al  Harrison  receives  the  nomination  of 
the  Harrisburg  Convention,  the  eleetoal  vote  of 
M  a^sachuselts  will  be  given  to  Martin  Van  Bu¬ 


re  n. 


“The  book  (Hildreth’s  Life  of  General  Harri¬ 
son)  is  wurth  reading,  though  the  hero  of  the  story 
should  never  be  President  of  the  Uniie  1  States.” 

“A  second  rate  man  (General  Harrison.”)  And 
why  do  all  the  party  prints  from  which  these  ex¬ 
tract'  are  made  support  him  now?  Why  not  sus¬ 
tain  Webster  or  Clay,  or  some  ether  man  of  whose 
talents  they  boast?  The  answer  is  brief.  How¬ 
ever  inefficient  and  unsuitable  as  a  man,  c:rcum- 
stanc^s  have  made  him  the  best  material  tor  the 
car  of  the  political  idol,  Federalism,  with  which  thpy 
think,  vainly,  I  am  sure,  to  ride  over  and  crush  the 
Berm  cracy  of  the  coun  ry.  But  I  will  not  digress. 
My  two  points  were  to  demonstrate,  by  authentic 
and  indisputable  documemts  in  this  branch  of  my 
remarks,  the  character  of  the  Hartford  Conven¬ 
tion  and  its  idea  ity  in  principle  with  the  Whigs  ot 
the  present  day;  to  sustain  my  position  that  Fede¬ 
ralists  are  Whigs,  and  Whigs  Federalists. 

In  connection  with  the  Hartford  Convention, 
was  the  appointment  of  three  commissioners  for  the 
professed  purpose  of  asking  a  separate  arrangement 
for  a  portion  of  the  States,  by  which  the  power  of 
the  General  Government  was  to  be  surrendered, 
and  a  part  of  the  national  funds  to  be  given  up  to 
the  States  referred  to;  and  this  was  indeed  objec¬ 
tionable,  but  it  was  not  all  that  was  suspected.  An 
indiscreet  partisan  propi  sed  to  the  Legislature 
“that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  all 
the  New  England  States,  and  see  if  they  will  agree 


to  appoint  a  committee  to  join  them  and  repair  to- 
the  city  of  Washington  immediately,  then  and 
there  personally  to  make  known  to  the  President 
the  general  opinion  of  all  the  New  England  States, 
in  regard  to  the  present  war,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  conducte  i,  and  inform  him  that 
he  must  either  resign  his  office  as  President,  or  re¬ 
move  tho.se  ministers  and  oih  'r  officers  ot  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Government  who  have,  by  their  nefarious 
plans,  ruined  the  nation.” 

I  charge  this  upon  none  but  the  individual  who 
proposed  it.  I  only  quote  it  to  show  what  feeling 
prevailed  with  a  lew.  The  commissioners  appoint¬ 
ed  were  those  of  the  most  talented  and  conspicu¬ 
ous  men  in  the  Federal  party:  Harrhon  Gray 
ON,  Thomas  H.  Perkins,  and  William  Sullivan. 
Mr.  Otis  is  known  as  an  eminent  politician  through 
the  whole  country.  He  was  a  strong  Federalist 
then,  is  a  Whig  now.  Mr.  Pe  kins  is  a  Boston 
merchant,  of  princely  fortune,  obtained  by  his  intel¬ 
ligence,  enterprise,  and  industry.  With  a  heart 
full  of  benevolence  and  philanthropy,  he  has  con¬ 
tributed  most  munificently  to  many  humane  and 
charitable  institutions;  giving  to  the  asylum  for  the 
blind  his  own  mansion,  worth  thirty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars;  an  amount  which  would  be  considered,  in 
most  parts  of  the  country,  a  large  pioperty.  Many 
of  that  class  of  our  sightless  fellow  beings  will  bless 
his  memory  long  alter  h  s  political  offences  are  for¬ 
gotten.  He  was,  however,  a  strong  Federalist 
then,  and  is  a  Whig  now.  Mr.  Sullivan  was  an 
ardent  politician,  and  has  recently  died.  I  know 
nothing  of  his  private  character,  and  would  say 
nothing  of  his  political,  with  any  disrespect  to  his 
memory.  His  father  was  a  Democrat,  and  when, 
that  party  succeeded  in  Massachu-e  ts,  he  was 
chosen  Governor,  after  a  most  bitter  and  severe 
conte.'t.  I  have  heard  an  incident  related,  tending 
to  show  that  it  was  supposed  he  took  part  in  the 
contest  against  his  father,  to  an  extent  beyond  what 
might  have  been  expected  from  the  relation  in 
which  he  stood. 

The  commissioners  went  to  Washington,  but 
what  they  did,  I  believe  has  never  been  a  subject  of 
much  inquiry.  They  met,  on  their  journey,  the 
news  of  the  victory  at  New  Orleans,  and  t.dings 
of  peace,  which  blew  up  their  schemes,  whatever 
they  were. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  extended  my  remarks 
much  farther  than  I  thought  of.  I  have  alluded  to 
the  politics  of  my  colleague,  not  with  any  person- 
al disrespect,  but  as  he  has  been  selected  to  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  pat  ty  opposed  to  the  Ad  ministra¬ 
tion  I  support,  and  calls  upon  the  people  to  aban¬ 
don  if,  and  aid  in  restoring  “the  Government  to  ihe 
days  of  former  patriot  Presidents,”  I  have  thought 
it  due  to  myself,  as  well  as  the  cause  I  advocate, 
coming  from  a  section  of  the  country  where  the 
measures  I  have  referred  to  first  sprang  into  exist¬ 
ence,  to  examine  the  claims  of  a  patty,  for  whom 
my  colleague  is  constituted  a  prominent  organ,  to 
be  entitled  to  the  right  of  directing  us  in  our  poli¬ 
tical  course,  or  at  least  to  see  how  far  their  own 
position  would  require  us  to  yield  our  opinions  to 
those  they  entertain. 


